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Editorial 


Lunatics take over asylum 

In the build up to the accession of new EU member 
states, lunacy has taken over the asylum issue. The latest 
manifestation, much publicised to feed the anti- 
immigrant agenda in Britain, has been the Dutch 
government's plan to remove 26,000 asylum seekers from 
The Netherlands. With customary ignorance the mass 
media are putting this down to the late maverick populist 
politician Pim Fortuyn, but in fact an earlier Dutch 
coalition government concocted these measures before 
Fortuyn ever appeared on the political map. 

Michael Howard, leader of the Conservative Party, with 
an eye on the opinion polls and the next general election, 
has launched his own bid to mop up the BNP vote. 
In the BNP’s Burnley “stronghold”, he rightly branded 
them as “a bunch of thugs dressed up as a political party”. 
This overdue and spectacular assault on the BNP is most 
welcome. We also welcome his assurance that his party 
will contest every election and not leave voids to be filled 
by the BNP. But we deplore his conflation of the asylum 
issue and the right of EU citizens to come to Britain. 

Capitulation by successive governments to the media 
and to popular prejudices founded on ignorance rather 
than facts is hardly new. What is new is the cravenness 
of the latest surrender to intolerence over immigration 
and asylum. 

The late 1940s, 1950s and early 1960s saw a large influx 
of immigrants into Britain not just from the 
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Commonwealth but also from the displaced persons 
camps that littered central Europe after the Second 
World War. During this period no mainstream party 
leader would have contemplated generating the 
fears that their latter-day counterparts have been 
instrumental in creating. Today’s politicians should be 
ashamed of themselves. 

Across western Europe EU governments have rushed 
to impose restrictions on incomers from the new EU 
member states with indecent haste. The British 
government's response appears to be “we'll have some of 
that”. Scare stories on migration abounded when 
Portugal and Spain joined the EU but proved unfounded. 
There is not a shred of evidence to show that the 
consequences of the accession of the new East European 
EU member states will be any different, no matter how 
high the gaggle of bogus patriots, noisy nationalists and 
flag waving fascists want to build their wall. 

The sheer idiocy of the guff that currently passes for 
debate on this issue was demonstrated recently by a 
presenter on Radio Five Live - a major outlet for the 
venting of much racist spleen —- who asked whether there 
should be a clampdown on welfare benefits for 
immigrants or on the provision of work permits. It was the 
same old story: “they” are taking all our jobs at the same 
time as “they” are unemployed ... and it’s heard all over 
Europe. Until this irrational nonsense is jettisoned fascists 
and racists can look forward to a measure of success. 
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BNP councillor is 
council tax dodger 


by Nick Lowles 


A BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY councillor in Stoke is 
being reported to the Standards Board after it was 
revealed that he had failed to pay his council tax for nine 
months. Steve Batkin is also criticised for not reporting 
his debt to other councillors during a finance debate on 
a council committee. 

This is the latest in a long series of embarrassing gaffs 
by the BNP councillor for Longton North. Batkin’s failure 
to pay his council tax was exposed by Chris Woods, the 
deputy leader of the Labour Group and chair of the 
North Staffs Campaign Against Racism and Fascism. 

All the time he owed council tax Batkin drew his full 
allowance as a councillor. 

When pressed by a local journalist, Batkin claimed he 
had not paid his tax because of an ongoing dispute with 
the council. He even contended that the fault lay at the 
door of council staff who, he said, were too busy with 
asylum claims to deal with his inquiries. 

The mayor and council staff have strongly refuted this 
allegation. A City Council spokesman described the 
Longton North councillor’s allegations as “astonishing”, 
adding that council tax and asylum seeker issues are 
dealt with by different staff working in separate 
departments and buildings. 

“Our reaction to the idea that there are large numbers 
of asylum seekers queuing in Swann House is one of 
astonishment,” the spokesman continued. “We have 
asked extensively among the staff who deal with both 
council tax and benefits issues at Swann House and the 
number of asylum seekers that they have come into 
contact with in the past 12 months is negligible. 

“We refute strongly the suggestion there are extensive 
numbers of asylum seekers trying to access the benefits 
system in Swann House.” 

Mike Wolfe, the mayor of Stoke-on-Trent, said: “This 
story is complete nonsense and is typical of the kind of 
hate-filled myths the BNP spreads. Asylum seekers are 
not allowed to claim benefits from the council, so there 
are no queues of asylum seekers at council offices.” 

Batkin was elected on a promise to cut out sleaze and 
waste from public life. He also attacked those whom he 
accused of “sponging” off the system. 

This is the latest in a number of political own goals. 
During his election campaign last spring Batkin was 
gagged by the BNP leader Nick Griffin after he 
questioned the Nazi Holocaust. 

More recently an attempt by Batkin and the local BNP 
to broaden its support in the region was ridiculed after a 
leafleting session in Leek’s Market Place proved fruitless. 
Batkin and the boys turned up on a Wednesday unaware 
that the market had been moved to Tuesday. 

Batkin has now paid his council tax but his latest 
attempts to worm out of an embarrassing situation are 
sure to be revisited in this summer's elections. 
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Griffin faces far- 
right challenge 


NICK GRIFFIN’S desire to become an MEP this summer 
is under threat from an unlikely quarter: his old friend 
and political ally Mark Cotterill. Cotterill has announced 
on the internet that he intends to stand for the newly 
formed England First Party in the North West 
constituency. 

The EFP was registered by Cotterill himself after the 
Electoral Commission refused to accept the White 
Nationalist Party because of the name’s implied racism. 
So far Cotterill is the only EFP candidate to be 
announced and it is questionable whether the party 
can find eight other candidates in the region. Standing 
less than a full slate would make the EFP look less 
substantial to voters. 

However, Cotterill’s decision to stand is causing panic 
and anger among his former friends in the British 
National Party, from which he split 16 months ago. 
While everyone excepts that the EFP will get a derisory 
vote it might attract just enough to stop the BNP from 
reaching the 9% it needs to secure an MEP spot. 

A late decision to hold an all-postal ballot in the 
region will already make the BNP’s task harder than it 
originally presumed. In 1999 the last MEP in the North 
West was elected with 7.72% of the poll, just 72,000 
votes. The postal ballot and the fact that the European 
and local council elections are being held together will 
push turnout to 35-40%, and with one fewer MEP place, 
the BNP will now require at least 180,000 votes. 

Joey Owens, the BNP’s Merseyside organiser, was the 
first to wade in on the internet against Cotterill’s plans. 
“The England First Party is State Run. Lead By Top Police 
Grass Mark Cotterill. Is Aim Is To Split The Vote In Euro 
Election And Deny Nick Griffin A Seat In Strassburg [sic].” 

His outburst was met with widespread scepticism and 
annoyance even by other BNP members. 

“I'd love to see some evidence of this. Its easy for 
everybody to start pointing the finger and say oh he is 
a state asset or that group is state run an old saying 
‘the proof is in the pudding’,” responded a veteran BNP 
activist. “Maybe he is but we need HARD evidence.” 

“Ok Cotterill is royaly upset with Nick Griffin over many 
issues, but I’m of the opinion that its personal and a 
total ‘spoiling tactic’ to (I agree) stop Nick Griffin winning 
a seat in Strassburg. But to say Cotterill is a ‘State 
Asset’ as someone said somewhere | remember where’s 
the beef?” 

It was a Burnley BNP activist who raised the quite 
obvious question. “Wonder if he was state when he 
raised £1,000’s of pounds for the BNP in America with 
his American Friends of the BNP? or was he state when 
he was a major backer in Nicks bid to become leader? 
Or has he just become state since he fell out with Nick 
Griffin and launched his own party?” 

However, the Merseyside bruiser was unrepentant. 
“It will be more than negative if he takes some votes 
from Nick Griffin, as is the intended plan. | don’t have 
hard evidence, but the man speaks for him self. | have 
been around a long time and in all types of company 
(in and out of politics) and he’s a wrongin. [sic]” 

Cotterill’s announcement might just be designed to 
annoy the BNP. If it was then it has already been 
successful. 


BNP flops in attempt to intimidate union 


By Matthew Collins 


he BNP’s attempt to harass people working to 
Tee their criminality fell flat last month when 

despite a national mobilisation only 36 fascists 
braved the wrath of members of several trade unions 
and organisations to demonstrate outside the offices of 
the Commission for Racial Equality and later on the 
same day the National Union of Journalists. 

Working with Searchlight Jeremy Dear, the general 
secretary of the NUJ, and his colleagues produced a 
leaflet at short notice to hand out to passers-by 
caught in the middle of the opposing sides. NUJ black 
members were instrumental in coordinating the union’s 
response and several recalled the work of Searchlight’s 
former editor Maurice Ludmer with trade unions and the 
wider community. 

Central to the BNP’s protest on 16 February was its claim 
that the NUJ had conspired to cover up the murder of 
Gavin Hopley, a white teenager, in Oldham two years ago. 
While Dear and his staff refuted that claim Searchlight was 
able to provide the NUJ with information and ammunition 
to prove that this is part of a concerted campaign by 
fascists to intimidate those members of the NUJ who work 
to bring the truth about the BNP to light. NUJ members 
appreciated Searchlight’s knowledge and intelligence of 
the workings and criminality of the BNP and its most senior 
members, which formed the crux of the NUJ’s leaflet. 

All in all it was a miserable day for the BNP who 
even bussed in taxi driver Mick Treacey from Oldham. 
He will no doubt make great play in the June elections on 
the unfortunate circumstances surrounding the 
teenager’s death. 

The BNP leadership had expected over 120 members 
to respond to its national call-out. The party’s website 
the next day laughably claimed a turnout of 100 in an 
attempt to rewrite the history of yet another flop. 
However the fascists were able to give the recently 
appointed London co-ordinator Richard Barnbrook an 
airing alongside Bob Gertner, promoted from Croydon 
branch organiser to London activities organiser in charge 
of the BNP’s instant response group, which on this 
occasion was neither instant nor much of a response. 

One of the organisers of the fiasco was the Young BNP 
leader, Tony Wentworth, of whom some BNP members 
present were heard saying, “What’s Tony Wentworth? 
Not very much.” 

However, having been outgunned at the CRE and then 
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the NUJ, pride of place for the most miserable face 
must go to the convicted bomber Tony Lecomber. 
His convictions, together with a complete list of the 
other rapists, thugs and Holocaust deniers who also 
frequent BNP activities, were read aloud for all to hear. 
All in all it was not a great day for him. The fact that he 
had to stand within ten feet of “Pissy” Jim, one of the 
BNP’s most unsanitary activists, did little to ease the 
misery etched on his face from the moment the BNP 
shuffled up until they finally shuffled off numbering by 
then fewer than 20. 
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Mick Treacy 
(in white top), 
Oldham 
BNP failure, 
alongside 
Tony 
Wentworth 
(centre), the 
lacklustre 
BNP youth 
leader 


Tony “Mad 
Bomber” 
Lecomber in 
despair as he 
leads BNP 
national activity 
to disaster 


Journalists 
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to defend 
their union 
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News i71 brief 


Yoxford sends BNP packing 


A rural community came together to inflict another 
electoral defeat on the BNP last month. In a by-election 
in the Yoxford ward of Suffolk on 4 February the BNP 
candidate, Paul Goodchild, come third out of four 
candidates with just 153 votes (15.2%). 

In an exclusive interview with Searchlight the agent 
for the winning Liberal Democrat said they had used 
last year’s successful anti-BNP campaign in Clithero as 
a template. 

A wide alliance was formed including local celebrities 
such as the BAFTA award-winning actor Bill Nighy and 
Libby Purves, who used her column in The Times to 
attack the BNP. Local anti-fascists were active under the 
banner of Yoxford Unity and Harwich Trades Council. 

The BNP crowed that it had beaten the Labour Party, 
but failed to grasp the fact that many Labour supporters 
had voted tactically for the Liberal Democrat in order to 
ensure defeat for the BNP The Lib Dems addressed 
community problems rather than adopting a narrow 
sectarian approach to the BNP’s rantings. 

The BNP’s press officer, Dr Stuart Russell, did not help 
his party’s campaign by threatening local newspaper 
journalists after a critical editorial, likewise Searchlight’s 
disclosure on local radio that the BNP was having to bus 
people in from London as it had little local support. 

In a high 58% turnout, John Slater (Lib Dem) took 
455 votes (45.2%), the Conservative came third with 
319 votes (31.7%) and Labour last with 80 votes (7.0%). 


BNP tries to infiltrate UKIP 


The United Kingdom Independence Party (UKIP) claimed 
last month that members of the BNP had attempted to 
infiltrate a branch of their party. 

Intercepted emails indicated a “far reaching plan” to 
disrupt its campaign for the European elections in June. 


Members of the BNP had hoped to “distort” the result of 
the UKIP’s National Executive Committee elections. 

John Brayshaw, treasurer of the BNP had joined the 
UKIP’s Vale of York branch in October last year, but was 
expelled when his BNP position was discovered. 

Also expelled was Andrew Edwards, a former chairman 
of the UKIP’s Bath branch, who it claimed was 
discovered to be passing information to the BNP 

UKIP chairman David Lott said, “We are aware that the 
BNP is targeting UKIP and as a consequence are always 
vigilant for attempts such as this. There are no 
circumstances under which we would ever deal with the 
BNP or any other extremist party.” 

Godfrey Bloom, the UKIP’s election candidate for 
Yorkshire and Humberside, added, “It is difficult for a 
party which is growing as UKIP to keep track of who has 
joined ... Extremists such as Brayshaw and Edwards 
should be aware, however, that we will find them and 
expel them in the end. Their views will simply not be 
tolerated within UKIP” 

Mr Brayshaw told the Yorkshire Evening Press that as 
far as he knew he was still legally a member of UKIP. 
“| received notification of expulsion via the website and 
have not received any formal expulsion notification. 

“I am disappointed with the way they have handled it. 
They have decided on gut responses to protect 
themselves and broken an agreement we had.” 


Refugees allowed to move 


The Law Lords ruled last month ruled that once granted 
the right to settle, refugees should have the right to seek 
council housing in the area of their choice. 

In a test case, four Law Lords unanimously held that 
two families of destitute asylum seekers, who were sent 
to Glasgow under government dispersal schemes, were 
not bound to make their homes there. 

The families had wanted to live in London but two 
boroughs referred them back to Scotland arguing that 
the families had established a “local connection” with 
Glasgow where they had been sent against their will. 

Lord Bingham said that if the families, from 
Afganistan and Iraq, had refused to go to Glasgow, they 
would have been denied help “to meet the most basic of 
human needs”. 
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by Gerry Gable 


he Sunday Telegraph’s brilliant exposure of a British 
D saiona Party mole in Whitehall and beyond 

should act as an absolute example of how little 
regard the BNP has for honesty of the democratic 
process. Would you vote for a party whose officials 
abuse their employment to spy on and steal from 
ministries and other key components of British society? 
At a time when British Intelligence is under fire for its, 
yes, lack of intelligence, one might question how the 
BNP spy, Paul Carman, an officer in the Guildford and 
Woking BNP branches in Surrey, could fill in his security 
questionnaire when starting work at the Foreign Office 
declaring he was a member of the BNP and it gave rise 
to no problem as he wandered around the office of Clare 
Short, then Minister for Overseas Aid. 

Carman, now 40, had a job with EDS, a leading 
computer installation company. Work for them and you 
can get into most local authorities, central government, 
the BBC, the Inland Revenue and a number of major 
credit card companies. 

In the summer of 2002 Carman was like a dog with a 
fresh bone. He had gained access to the offices of 
London Mayor Ken Livingstone and Lee Jasper, a senior 
aide to the Mayor and the Greater London authority’s 
policy director of equalities and policing. 

Once in, he had full run of the place and on one 
occasion was able to photocopy at least ten letters from 
a file marked “hate crime” on Jasper’s desk. These were 
taken to the BNP and according to Carman passed on to 
Ian Edwards, one of the party’s west London organisers. 
Where they went after that remains a mystery. 

When The Sunday Telegraph caught up with Carman he 
was already under investigation by a team from the 
Metropolitan Police who had talked to Jasper on a 
number of occasions. Did the police ask Jasper not to 
discuss this with his colleagues? Well that’s anybody’s 
guess but a strong feeling of déja vu swept over me when 
thinking back to the early 1990s when the then National 
Officer of the now long gone Anti-Racist Alliance, 
Marc Wadsworth, had his home raided by Combat 18. 
According to our sources inside C18, the raiders stole a 
number of personal letters and items that might have 
caused Marc some embarrassment but they also stole 
ARA’s complete membership list and Marc did not tell a 
soul. This left hundreds of people at threat from C18, who 
were at that point firebombing and assaulting people 
across the country. Marc was flabbergasted when the 
team from World in Action who were making their first 
programme on Combat 18 confronted him over the theft. 

It might have been sensible for Jasper to have alerted 
people in the newly formed Unite Against Fascism, of 
which he is an officer, to what was going on, so they did 
not have to read about it first in The Sunday Telegraph. 

The police have expressed concern over Jasper’s safety 


FELING O 
eja vu 


based on what might have been stolen, as the file 
contained correspondence of a personal nature and 
letters between him and the Met Commissioner’s office 
and other senior police officers. 

As to Carman all his admissions, and they are pretty 
full, were taped and these tapes are now in the hands of 
the police. Belatedly he tried to rewrite history by 
changing his story in several ways. The dumbo appeared 
to have forgotten what he had told the paper in the first 
two chats with its journalists. We take it this came after a 
chat with his party boss to whom rewriting history is 
nothing new. 

While it may be difficult for the police to charge him 
after this length of time, it is certainly incumbent on his 
employer to end his services post haste if the company 
wishes to keep its good name and its contracts in the 
most sensitive areas of British life and government. 


Sneak thief: 
the BNP”s 
Whitehall 
mole Paul 
Carman 
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Killers and 
slavers protected 
by government’s 
failure to act 


by Gerry Gable 


Roberto Fiore 


he tragic death of 24 Chinese people on the wild 
shores of Morecombe Bay, where they had been 


importer of driven to risk their lives in some cases for as little as 
cheap labour a £1 a day, has shocked the country. Government 
to Britain ministers pushed and shoved one another to cover up 


their criminal neglect of thousands of workers 
who are being brought into this country 
and placed in the hands of mediaeval- 
style gangmasters. 

Death at the hands of such evil men is 
nothing new but it has never before occurred 
on this scale. Historically it is always the 
victims who get the blame and _ the 
perpetrators who get conveniently 
overlooked. Now we are told the police 
are making arrests in the Chinese 
community and questioning closely 
those who survived that terrible 
night. Emotive phrases such as 
Snakehead gangs abound. Yet all this 
only goes towards letting those really 
responsible off the hook. 

Snakehead gangs certainly do exist. 
The now forgotten Chinese illegal 
immigrants who were found dead 
in the back of a lorry at Dover was 
clear evidence of this. But has our 
Foreign Office ever confronted the 
Chinese Government over the massive 
corruption that allows this traffic in 
bond slaves to exist? 

Farmers have always exploited casual 
labour. Some farmers take on students 
to help harvest fruit and vegetables, 
some use Gypsies and travellers to work 
in hostile conditions. The products of 
these farms readily find their way to 
“respectable” supermarkets. 

Searchlight first got close to this issue in 
the late 1990s in one of our investigations of 
Roberto Fiore, the convicted Italian terrorist, 
millionaire and mentor to Nick Griffin, 
leader of the British National Party. We were 
informed by the Italian consumer protection 
agency that it had taken one of Fiore’s many 
companies to court for making false promises 
to people whom they were offering work, 
accommodation and study in Britain. 
Recruitment was not confined to Italy but 
extended to Spain and many parts of eastern 
Europe. Searchlight interviewed people who had 
signed up to come to Britain through this 
company. On arrival in London they were offered 
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accommodation in some of Fiore’s fire trap premises 
and sometimes work in catering businesses owned by 
his criminal fascist companions. If the received any 
language tuition it was often at premises also used by 
Fiore for fascist gatherings, and most of this was 
managed by his thugs. 

One man we met was sent to Norfolk where he 
got no tuition, lived in filthy huts and was hardly fed. 
He was of course having to pay for this dubious 
privilege. He was put to work in a chicken processing 
factory. Others worked the land. We saw his payslips and 
those of another worker. They were paid around £10 
for more than two weeks’ work. They were like bond 
slaves or being in debt to the company store, paying 
off their flights, accommodation, transport to and from 
their workplaces and for food that was often inedible. 

Certainly many worked for less than the minimum 
wage. These workers were not in Britain illegally, so if 
their plight was bad what of that of the illegals? At the 
time of our investigation many people were arriving 
from outside the European Union without papers. 

When people working with the gangmasters went to 
the media they were brutally attacked by men with iron 
bars and left for dead. In one case, charges against one 
such attacker were repeatedly reduced. Even a local 
vicar who found workers wandering around in a state of 
semi-starvation and set up a soup kitchen with his 
wife and children was visited and told his clerical garb 
would not save him and his family from severe 
retribution if they did not withdraw. The trade unions 
appeared to be the only ones showing any interest in 
the plight of these people. 

Before Labour won the 1997 election, it had promised 
to enact a law to impose registration of gangmasters. 
Apart from the beatings and threats, there was clear 
evidence of large-scale tax evasion. Once in government 
Labour dropped the idea and made the crafty move 
of spreading responsibility among several ministries. 
Now in its second term of office Labour has still 
done nothing. 

A Parliamentary Select Committee looking at the 
problem reported late last year that the government 
had to act speedily to enact the registration of gang- 
masters and extend legal protection to the workers. 
The committee was appalled that the government had 
not given priority or resources to dealing with the 
criminal gangmasters. Phil Sheridan, a Scottish Labour 
MP tabled a Private Member's Bill in an attempt to put 
these recommendations into effect. 

Even after the Morecombe tragedy the government is 
still telling different stories. At 3.30pm in the Commons 
on 9 February Alun Michael, one of the Ministers 
responsible for this fiasco, indicated there would 
be more feet dragging. Within a couple of hours 
David Blunkett, the Home Secretary, contradicted 
his colleague and announced that the government 
would back Sheridan’s bill and seek its swift passage 
through Parliament. By Prime Minister’s question time 
on 11 February the government had once again 
retreated into waffle. Then a bombshell was dropped 
when the MP for Morecombe Bay showed evidence that 
she tried to get the government to act last summer, only 
to be told nothing could be done. 

The Home Office might do well to ask some urgent 
questions of several police forces around the country 
whose officers have been working hand-in-glove with 
gangmasters. Perhaps the public should also ask the 
supermarkets who the middlemen are whom they deal 
with to get the food we buy onto their shelves. 


Loyalist paramilitary group 


moves against racists 


By Matthew Collins 


Ulster Volunteer Force “stood down” its Commanding 

Officer for South Belfast days before the government 
for Northern Ireland launched a _ consultation on 
legislation proposing tougher sentencing for hate crimes 
in the province. 

Although the UVF had strenuously denied that it had 
sanctioned — or that its members were involved in — the 
recent spate of racist attacks, the Commander for South 
Belfast fell on his sword seemingly after pressure on 
and by its political wing, the Progressive Unionist Party 
(PUP), after overwhelming evidence pointed to tacit 
involvement and approval by some sections of its south 
Belfast brigade in the attacks on the Asian community in 
the Donegal Village area. Although the UVF has refused 
to comment further, the nazi guest books of groups such 
as Combat 18-Blood and Honour, the National Front 
and the White Nationalist Party were immediately filled 
with condemnation, not just of the UVF’s decision, but 
more vehemently of the increasingly strong condemna- 
tion of both racism and fascism by the PUP and its 
leader David Ervine. 

While the PUP’s decision is its very own line in 
the sand, it does now seem to have given a green light 
to the far right to campaign in the province as the 
main voice of racially disillusioned loyalists. The British 
National Party will also take some heart from this. 
One of its main organisers in the province has an 
extremist pedigree to the point of a conviction for 
encouraging youngsters in his care to firebomb the 
homes of police officers during the loyalist opposition to 
the Anglo-Irish agreement in the 1980s. 

While the PUP has always been the recognised party of 
the oldest paramilitary group in Northern Ireland, 
Ervine’s support for power sharing, peace talks and his 
attempts fully to ingratiate the PUP into the mainstream 
of Ulster’s political life, away from the bullets and bombs 
that gave birth to it, could easily be exposed away from 
the less cosmopolitan of loyalist thinking outside 
Belfast. Ervine remains upbeat, almost confident that on 
issues such as housing, crime and education he can 
tackle even the most experienced of Northern Ireland’s 
political elite, but his confidence is hardly reflected in 
the votes the PUP has received away from the 
referendum on peace talks. 

The PUP may be hoping that its progressive ideas will 
have a trickle-down effect not just on the UVF’s 
traditional support, but on the UVF itself. However lan 
Paisley’s rejuvenated DUP, vehemently and evangelically 
opposed to the peace talks, has for a long time 
described the PUP as sell-outs. Mid-Ulster is the historic 
home of middle-class Protestant support for the UVF 
with enormous electoral support for the DUP Local DUP 
members stood firmly behind the renegade loyalist Billy 
Wright when he was expelled from the UVF and given 
24 hours to leave Ulster. Wright went on to set up the 
rival anti-agreement Loyalist Volunteer Force (LVF) and 
cultivated support among sycophants from English 
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fascist groups that brought racists and racist material 
into the loyalist heartlands. Upon the LVF’s 
commencement of its murderous activities, the DUP 
dropped Wright like a hot potato. 

The decision by the PUP and UVF to fly the Israeli 
flag two years ago brought howls of derision from the 
far right, although the UVF maintained it was a sign 
of its support for that country’s pursuit of terrorists. 
The decision by the UVF to stand down its commander 
and the PUP throwing its full support behind the recent 
anti-racist march in Belfast drew further derision from 
fascists on both sides of the water. The improbable 
Larne Loyalist writing on Blood and Honour’s internet 
guest book declared, “Larne D Coy UVF will never kiss 
the feet of south Belfast niggers, f*** off all race 
traitors, I’ll join the f****n LVF or UFF if the bastards try 
that stuff in Larne, WHITE ULSTER, NO COMMIES, 
LEFTIES, GOOKS, PAKIS OR NIGGERS WILL RULE MY 
COUNTRY!” In terms of traditional support, the PUP still 
has a lot more convincing to do in its own 
constituencies. 

The UDA’s heavily fascist-influenced London group 
also condemned the move, though the UDA’s political 
front in Ulster made some muted anti-racist murmurings. 
How the UDA responds is yet to be seen. The UDA 
expelling over half of its official mainland supporter base 
is an unlikely scenario, although one source said he 
distrusted the London group and criticised its recent 
political activities as “naive”, in particular its long-term 
support for the much maligned “Mad Dog” Johnny Adair. 
The attempts at gunrunning by some of its supporters 
have not been too brilliant of late either, one has to say. 
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To move its campaign along it has brought in 
some new “clean” faces to run the London 
region, such as Richard Barnbrook and the 

Mayoral candidate Julian Leppert. But the men 
who really control the party’s operations in 
London are Tony Lecomber, Jason Douglas and 

Eddy Butler. Gerry Gable shows that the BNP 

can put its officers in suit, collar and tie but 
behind the facade are the same old thugs. 


Tony 
Lecomber: 
I’m sure there 
was a brain 

in here when 
| started 


he BNP’s first ever electoral success was when 
Derek Beackon won a council by-election in 
Tower Hamlets in 1993, although he lost the seat 
at the May elections a few months later. 
In the same period the BNP retained its deposit 
in two parliamentary elections in Barking and 
Dagenham. But since then the party has failed miserably 
at the ballot box in the London area. 

The BNP currently claims to have three branches in 
the London region, which includes large parts of the 
Home Counties. They are Bexley, Croydon & Surrey and 
Redbridge. There are also five groups, which are smaller 
than branches. Attendances at branch meetings range 
from 20 to 70 people. Total London membership is 
about 500 people, although the activist base is smaller. 

The BNP’s London members are caught in the middle 
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of a political row between the BNP’s former leader 
John Tyndall, a much convicted hardline nazi, and the 
new leader Nick Griffin, a Cambridge graduate who 
learned his politics at the knee of the Italian convicted 
terrorist Roberto Fiore and who has a serious conviction 
for race hate himself. Most of the London members 
appear to weigh heavily in favour of the old guard. 

Early in 2003 Chris Roberts, a former worker in the 
financial sector in the City, became the BNP’s London 
organiser. He also heads the European candidates’ list 
for London. The BNP describes him as a Londoner from 
Lewisham but in fact he lives in Essex. 

At one of the BNP’s rallies to try to pull London 
together, which ended in violence and accusations 
about the theft of a large sum of money collected in 
order to pay for the hall and towards the London 
election fund, Roberts admitted that the BNP in 
London was shambolic and fragmented. During 
months of recriminations about party funds and 
thuggery, Roberts was described as a man from a village 
that is missing its idiot. 

By summer 2003 the BNP seemed to have realised that 
if it was to be a credible party in June 2004 it would have 
to put in some serious political work. Griffin favoured 
targeting what he termed the Thames white flight 
corridor in Essex and Kent. His judgement appeared to 
be born out by the BNP’s council victory in Grays, Essex. 

Another key BNP target area is Merton in South West 
London. Housing estates there have been plagued for 
years by the activities of Paul Ballard, the old nazi who 
was Griffin’s co-defendant in his race hate trial. Ballard 
has managed to wear several hats, including those of the 
nazi terror group Combat 18 and the Surrey Border 
Front, which, though based mainly in Surrey, is also 
active in Croydon and Morden. 

At the London local elections in 2002 the BNP in 
Merton concentrated on two issues, the building of a 
local mosque and asylum seekers, who according to 
the BNP were getting more benefits than the occupants 
of two residential homes for ex-service personnel. 
The BNP’s presence left poor inter-community relations 
on some key estates in the borough. 

The BNP’s Uxbridge unit is led by Ian Edwards. He has 
taken community politics seriously, issuing newsletters 
on local issues and attending a number of community 
activities, and has started to gain some local credibility. 

The unit is throwing its main resources into Harefield. 
Election meetings have attracted up to 50 BNP 
supporters and the party organised a lobby at Uxbridge 
Civic Centre, for which it hired a coach to bus 
in activists. They also turned up at a local residents’ 


group, the Harefield Forum, and were not kicked out. 
They produce a small newsletter The Manor Voice for 
one ward and The Harefield Voice for wider circulation. 

Working closely with the Uxbridge unit is the 
Hounslow and Feltham Unit, run by Warren Glass. 
Glass is well established on the nazi scene. A violent 
man, he used to run with Combat 18 and gangs of 
football hooligans. Some BNP members think he is 
being kept in readiness in case the party needs some 
muscle as the elections draw closer. 

The BNP has targeted David Hughes, a Labour 
councillor for Bedfont ward in Hounslow, because he 
has taken an active position against the BNP. The BNP is 
also hoping to stand in a by-election Heston West, where 
the fascists think another Labour councillor, John Gray, 
is about to resign. 

In east and northeast London the BNP is active in 
Redbridge, Chingford, Epping, Loughton and Buckhurst 
Hill. The latter three places have always produced a good 
turnout at meetings and a lot of money for the collection. 

This part of London is home to a bevy of nazi stars. 
Tony Lecomber, the convicted terror bomber and Jew 
beater, is the BNP’s national development officer. 
Jason Douglas took 10% of the poll on the sprawling 
Hainault estate in Redbridge on a “law and order” 
platform, despite the revelation during the campaign 
that he has football hooligan convictions going back 
14 years. They have been joined by Eddy Butler, a highly 
experienced BNP campaigner from Tower Hamlets, 
who has recently moved to Loughton. 

Butler’s main claim to fame was his appearance in 
the first World in Action programme about Combat 18. 
He manages to combine his violence with some brains 
and is now the BNP’s elections officer. He is said to be 
the architect of the party’s successes in 2003 in 
Broxbourne and Grays. 

At the start of 2004 he organised a seminar in Waltham 
Forest for BNP election workers and activists on 
canvassing and record keeping. This was one of a 
number of similar sessions across London. Butler and 
Lecomber are both very keen to raise the political know- 
how of their activists. 

It was in Redbridge that the BNP discovered the new 
talent of Julian “Mr Clean” Leppert, a postal worker. 
Despite his poor result in a council by-election last year, he 
has been chosen as the BNP’s candidate for London 
Mayor. Active BNP members consider him boring and he 
appears to be completely devoid of policies for Londoners. 

Rather than Leppert, the keynote speaker at a series of 
pre-election meetings around the Southeast is Richard 
Edmonds, one of the hardest nazis in the party. 


Edmonds, once Tyndall’s second-in-command, has a 
fanatical hatred of Jews and black people and a series 
of convictions. Members who sit in the front row at 
meetings are well advised to bring an umbrella because 
he winds up his speeches by frothing at the mouth. 
Just what the BNP troops want, presumably. 

Another rising star is Richard Barnbrook. Designated 
London development officer, he appears to have been 
put in by Griffin to keep an eye on London and the 
Southeast. His bullying style has caused some dismay 
among older and respected members. 

The London activities organiser is Bob Gertner, 
another hardline nazi, who runs the BNP “instant 
response group”. So far he has organised the leafleting of 
two estates in Pimlico and a counter-picket against 
protesters outside the Mail's offices over the papers’ line 
on asylum-seekers. Last month they planned to picket 
the headquarters of the National Union of Journalists. 
His orders are clearly to gain publicity at any price. 

The best known BNP activist in southeast London and 
the Kent borders is Colin Smith. He usually runs on a law 
and order ticket, being knowledgeable about crime, as 
he is a serial offender. 

Clive Wakley, a BNP activist in the Hertfordshire, 
Bedfordshire and Buckinghamshire region, has been 
helping the London campaign by drawing up a series of 
ward maps. He performed the same service for Leicester 
in the past. Although he produces lots of bumph he has 
no ballot box success under his belt. 

The BNP took part in the senior citizens’ march 
against council tax in London in January 2004 and at a 
march held by the Fathers4Justice Campaign. 

The party intends to carry out one all-London event 
each month up to June, in addition to borough-based 
activities. One of these is a May Day rally being organised 
by Edwards and Glass in Uxbridge. Another plan is to 
distribute BNP business cards on car windscreens in car 
parks in areas such as Stratford and Brent Cross. 

The BNP’s St George’s Day “Family Festival” on 24 
April will be held just outside London in Essex on land 
that its organiser, Matt Single, describes as “about 20 
mins drive from the M25 east bound on the A127”. It is 
likely to attract many of the party’s east London activists. 

An obstacle to the BNP’s campaign in London is the 
party’s row with Peter Shaw, a member. Shaw claims the 
BNP has refused to reimburse him for £2,000 of 
expenses and was kicked out of the 
party when he demanded payment. 
He has a lot of sympathy among BNP 
activists. 

Shaw obtained a court order to 
freeze the BNP’s London bank 
accounts, which contained more 
than £10,000. He also complained 
to the Electoral Commission, which 
investigated and appears none too 
happy with the BNP. 

Nevertheless the BNP has the 
ability to raise fairly large sums of 
money at its meetings and has come 
a long way since the end of 2002, 
when several months could go by 
without any BNP indoor rally or 
branch meeting in London and the 
Home Counties. Now there is a large 
number of political and social 
activities that are well attended and 
provide a vehicle for fundraising 
and future activities. 


Bob Gertner, 
BNP London 
activities 
organiser and 
responsible 
for the BNP’s 
instant 
response 


group 
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Loud noise, 
little action: 
Richard 
Barnbrook 
BNP London 
co-ordinator 
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scribed officially as the most 
ax ever undertaken in the UK. 
The BNP’s leader, Nick Griffin, wrote 
recently that his party has a better 
chance of success in the London 
Assembly elections than in any 
constituency in the European poll. 
In order to keep the BNP out, voters 
need to know how these elections 
work and what they should do to 
defeat the BNP. Sonia Gable explains. 


place throughout the UK and London is one of the 

12 constituencies. Londoners will elect nine MEPs in 
June by casting one vote for a party list of up to nine 
candidates or for an independent candidate. The vote is not 
transferable; there is no second choice. 

The number of MEPs elected from each party list will 
be approximately proportional to the percentage of votes 
each party obtains. This is achieved by the d’Hondt 
formula. Currently London has ten MEPs: four Labour, 
four Conservative, one Liberal Democrat and one Green. 
There will be one fewer this time because of the expansion 
of the European Union. 

The d’Hondt system requires nine rounds of counting, 
each round allocating one seat. In the first round, the party 
with the highest vote gets its leading candidate elected. 
Then its vote is divided by the number of seats that party 
has so far won plus one. After first round, therefore, the top 
party’s vote is divided by two. 

In each subsequent round the party that then has the 
highest vote gets a seat. Then its original vote is divided by 
the number of candidates of that party so far elected plus 
one. So for example when a party has had three candidates 
elected, its original vote is divided by four. 

There is no set percentage needed to win a seat. 
It depends on the precise way the votes fall among the other 
parties. In London the BNP is likely to get a candidate elected 
if it achieves 9% of the vote but election is possible with 8%. 

Some other consequences of the system are: 

@ Any votes for a party with a realistic chance of getting 
elected will help keep the BNP out by preventing the BNP 
having the highest vote in any round. 

@ Voting for a party that might just beat the BNP could 


veces to the European Parliament are taking 
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ensure that the BNP is pipped to the post in the last round. 
For example if the BNP has 9% and another party 9.1%, 
and after eight rounds the votes for the three main parties 
ave been divided down below 9%, the party with 9.1% will 
et the last seat instead of the BNP Of course this is 
difficult to predict. 
@ Voting for a no-hoper will not count towards defeating 
the BNP A vote for a no-hoper that would otherwise have 
gone to one of the main parties could even help the BNP 
The other four votes are for the London Assembly and the 
Mayor. The London Assembly, the Mayor and the permanent 


,, Staff together form the Greater London Authority or GLA. 


The London Assembly consists of 14 constituency 
members and 11 London-wide members. The constituency 
members are elected using the first-past-the-post system in 
constituencies that comprise two or three London 
boroughs. In 2000 all the constituencies elected Labour or 
Conservative members. 

Voters cast a separate vote for a party list or independent 
to elect the London-wide members. These votes are 
allocated by the d’Hondt formula with two _ special 
modifications: 

@ Any party or independent with under 5% of the vote is 
eliminated. Votes for these parties then only count in 
establishing whether other parties have crossed the 5% 
threshold. 

@ The number of candidates each party has had elected 
in the constituency elections is taken into account in 
applying the d’Hondt formula to the London-wide election. 
This means that if, for example, Labour has six constituency 
members elected, its London-wide vote is divided by seven 
in the first round. In 2000 this system meant that the 
Liberal Democrats and Greens took the first five London- 
wide seats allocated. 

Any party that reaches the 5% threshold in the London- 
wide vote is guaranteed an Assembly member. With 8% of 
the vote the BNP could win two seats. The BNP will stand a 
complete list in this election headed by Jason Douglas, 
a convicted football hooligan from Redbridge. He is the 
one who will sit in the Assembly if the BNP gets 5%. 

All votes for other parties will increase the total vote and 
therefore reduce the BNP percentage, so it is important 
that voters, wherever in London they are, use their vote and 
make sure BNP ends up below 5%. 

The election for Mayor uses the supplementary vote 
system. Here voters can make a first choice and a second 
choice. If a candidate gets more than half the first choice 
votes, he or she gets elected. If not, all the other 
candidates except the top two are eliminated and the 
second choice votes from all the eliminated candidates are 
distributed. The candidate who then has the most first and 
second choice votes is elected. 

Julian Leppert is contesting the mayoral election for 
the BNP. Although he has no chance of winning, his 
participation allows him, on payment of £10,000, to have 
a mayoral address included in the official booklet that will 
be distributed to all voters in London about a week before 
the election. 

Voting will take place in polling stations between 7am 
and 10pm. Voters may instead cast a postal vote, but must 
apply in advance. Anyone not currently on the electoral 
register has until 13 April 2004 to apply for inclusion for 
these elections. ; 

The coincidence of the London and European elections 
will not occur again for 20 years as the European 
Parliament has a five-year term whereas the London 
Assembly and Mayor serve for four years. 

You can find more information about these elections at 
www.londonelects.org.uk. 
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Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight Trade union activists’ network 
By becoming an affiliate you will receive: As part of our ongoing campaign against the 
®@ A copy of Searchlight magazine every month. BNP we are asking for all union branches, 
@ Copies of our newsletter, TUFS NEWS. regions and trades councils to nominate two 
@ Special rates on training and educational materials. activists who will form part of our network and 
@ New affiliates also receive a copy of our book Facing the whom we can contact directly. This will help us 
Threat: Fascism and the Labour Movement. to organise quickly at grass-roots level. 

Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight Trade Union activists’ network 

Union Union 

national/regional/branch (please specify) national/regional/branch (please specify) 

Contact name Contact name 

Position Position 

Address Address 

Postcode Postcode 

Telephone (h) (w) Telephone (h) 

Email (w) 

Affiliation rates per year: Fax 

Branch/region £50, national trade unions under 50,000 members £75; 

50,000-100,000 members £100; 100,000-500,000 members £150; more Mobile 

than 500,000 members £200. Cheques payable to Searchlight 

Email 

Return to Trade Union Friends Searchlight 

PO Box 1576, Ilford |IG5 ONG @ Tel 020 7681 8660 m Fax 020 7681 8650 Return to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 

email tufs@searchlightmagazine.com m www.searchlightmagazine.com PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 


Searchlight Fighting Fund 


Name 

There is no let-up in our campaign to defeat the Union 
BNP. In the run-up to the 2003 local elections we 
worked with locally based anti-fascist and anti- Address 
racist groups defending towns and cities against Postcode 
the fascist threat. We helped them produce 
thousands of local leaflets and published Il enclose my donation of £ | 
400,000 copies of our special edition Searchlight (Please make cheques payable to Searchlight Fighting Fund) 
newspaper. We could not have done this without ESE nies 
the generous support of trade unions. Please debit my account with the sum of £ 

The BNP now has 17 councillors. There is a immediately and monthly thereafter until cancelled by me in writing. 
huge amount of work to be done if that number Please complete the following (all sections must be completed) 
is to be reduced rather than grow next year. Your bank name and address 


And it is essential that the campaign is waged 
all year round. We urgently need to build a solid 
financial base to continue and extend our 


pees aioe Post code 
campaigning work. Trade unionists are the 
backbone of anti-fascist and anti-racist work — Your account no Sort code 
please support the Searchlight Fighting Fund now. Pay Searchlight Fighting Fund (account no 81322729, sort code 
40-17-45) HSBC, 183 Moulsham Street, Chelmsford CM2 OLH 
We are asking trade unions at national, regional 
and branch level to donate to the campaign. Signature Date 
We are also asking individual trade unionists to Please complete all parts of this form and return it to Searchlight 
make donations and/or commit to a monthly Fighting Fund PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. Please do not send it 
standing order. Please help us to build and direct to your bank. 


continue the work. Together we will win! 


44Searchlight has done a tremendous job tracking the activities of the far right and providing that 
information for the movement. Searchlight is now producing information for and supporting communities, 
and working jointly with trade unions. This is a very effective strategy.77 Kevin Curran General Secretary GMB 
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Why the BNP must 
be confronted 


The decision of the British National Party to field over 600 local council 
election candidates this summer is causing panic among the main parties. 
For most party ward organisations this will be their first encounter with 
the BNP. How they decide to deal with the fascists will have a major impact 
on the overall result. Nick Lowles reports. 


BNP harass 
passers-by 
outside the 
NUJ building 


Photo 
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round the country a growing number of local 
[Reet are scratching their heads. The British 
ational Party is active in their area and they 
are not quite sure how to respond. Their inclination is 
to disregard them as irrelevant fascists but they 
hear worrying stories of BNP support on the doorstep. 
They denounce the BNP in the media but are met with a 
barrage of angry letters. 

For some strange reason many local politicians of all 
parties seem incapable of responding to the BNP. 
Worried about being caught wrong-footed, they often 
simply ignore the fascists’ presence in the hope that they 
will just go away. They won't and by the time the 
politicians finally react it will often be too late. 

Travelling the country I often hear the argument that 
talking about the BNP merely gives them the oxygen of 
publicity. This is a regularly held view but quite wrong. 
The BNP is quite capable of creating its own publicity 
with or without the help of the main political parties. 
In Burnley, where the BNP has seven councillors, the 
other parties have until recently largely ignored the BNP 
in their leaflets and campaigning. In Broxbourne and 
more recently Thurrock the BNP won council victories 
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with little reference to them in their opponents’ leaflets. 
Obviously the way you talk about the BNP may not 
always be helpful but ignoring them does not mean that 
they will disappear. In fact, quite the reverse. Silence just 
encourages them. 

The BNP relies on spreading myths to win popular 
support. Left unchallenged these myths become local 
facts. The Ritchie Report into the Oldham riots reported 
how many white people believed certain myths that had 
been deliberately spread by the BNP. The report 
criticised the council for not intervening early on to nip 
these myths in the bud. 

More recently, in a council by-election in Calderdale 
the BNP tried to claim that old people were being thrown 
off GP lists and having their operations cancelled to 
make way for asylum seekers. In Birmingham, the BNP 
alleged that a local church was being replaced by a 
mosque. All these claims turned out to be groundless 
but unless rival candidates take on the BNP lies then 
people will believe them. 

This is not to argue that political parties must ignore 
their own positive agendas, in fact far from it. The BNP 
cannot be beaten by demonising them alone. For the 


BNP to be beaten someone else needs to win and this 
requires parties to push their own agendas in a way that 
complements exposing the BNP. 

Some of the best anti-BNP campaigns have been run 
in Oldham by the Liberal Democrats and Labour. In each 
case their campaign literature combined attacking the 
BNP, opposing the other party (Lib Dems opposing 
Labour and vice versa) and promoting themselves. 

It is a proven fact that running a campaign against the 
BNP can boost your own election chances, especially 
if your party is best placed to beat the BNP. Recent 
by-elections have shown that there is a sizeable number 
of voters who will turn out to stop the BNP. Some will 
vote tactically for the party best placed to beat the BNP. 
There was plenty of anecdotal evidence of Labour voters 
switching to the Lib Dems in the Mixenden by-election 
in Calderdale to keep out the BNP last October. 
The following month some Tories even switched to 
Labour in the Failsworth East by-election because 
Labour was best placed to beat the BNP. 

Of course these anti-BNP voters will only turn out if 
they are encouraged to do so by the other political 
parties. However fed up some voters may be with the 
mainstream parties, stopping the BNP is a moral issue 
for which they will stand up to be counted. 

Running a strong anti-BNP campaign can also 
increase the activism of your own members. What better 
reason to get active than to stop the fascist BNP. 
Oldham Labour Party used this tactic to great effect back 
in 2002 as a way to mobilise its disillusioned supporters. 
Membership and activism rose sharply as dormant 
Labour Party members saw stopping the BNP as a 
genuine reason to get active again. 


Horses for courses 

If we accept that the BNP cannot be ignored the next 
question is how do we take them on? Searchlight 
believes that we need a flexible approach. What works in 
one area might not work in another. In one council 
authority the obvious strategy will be to expose the 
criminality of the local BNP but this will not work in 
another area where voters do not perceive the BNP as 
criminals and thugs. 

Searchlight’s exposé of an Oldham BNP leafleting 
organiser as a gang rapist has left the BNP with a serious 
image problem in the town. Coupled with further 
revelations about the criminality of other BNP 
members, it is sensible for the anti- BNP campaign there 
to focus on crime. 

Over in Burnley the BNP is not perceived as a band of 
criminals and so continually talking about their 
criminality simply will not have the desired effect on 
voters. However, the BNP councillors there have 
performed abysmally and this is the obvious line of attack. 

Some people argue that because the BNP has 
transformed its image we should not call it “fascist” or 
even “racist”. We have to accept, this line of reasoning 
goes, that the voter does not see a Nazi in the smartly 
dressed BNP candidate who comes to their door and so 
we must change our approach. 

This is a very dangerous path to follow. Firstly it takes 
the BNP changes at face value and secondly it falls into 
the BNP normalisation trap. 

It is quite true that under Nick Griffin’s leadership the 
BNP has transformed its public image and there is a gap 
between our view of the BNP and that of ordinary voters. 
However, it is only the public image that has changed. 
The BNP is run by the very same people who only a few 
years ago proudly condemned Jews for brainwashing 


our minds through their control of the media. It is led by 
the very same people who denied the Holocaust 
happened. And it is led by the very same people who 
advocated violence against their opponents. 

Of course people’s attitudes can change but it is 
ridiculous to believe that every single BNP leader has 
experienced an overnight conversion. The change in its 
public image is merely a stunt to appear respectable. 
Even the BNP realise that the vast majority of British 
people reject their hardline views. By appearing more 
moderate they can reach out to wider audiences. 

Griffin admitted as much during a speech in the US a 
few years ago. Defending himself from charges that he 
was diluting his politics Griffin explained that it was a 
short-term political tactic. Pointing to his white skin he 
reassured the audience that defending his race was all 
that was important. 

The BNP in public is not the BNP in private. 
The behaviour of even their most respectable branches 
behind closed doors would shock most voters. It is here, 
away from the glare of the media and the voters, that the 
real BNP emerges. 

In fact, it is precisely because there is a gap between 
the voter’s perception of the BNP and the reality that we 
must expose it for what it really is By accepting that the 
BNP has changed we are only adding to its 
normalisation. By treating the BNP as just another 
political party, albeit on the right of politics, we are 
giving the fascists the political credibility they crave. 

Why is the BNP is so desperate to force the media to 
soften their reporting of the party? Why does it threaten 
journalists and editors with legal action and complaints 
when they describe the BNP as “nazi” or “fascist”? 
The BNP know that as long as people view them as 
fascist many voters will be put off. If they can neutralise the 
reporting they will have achieved a degree of respectability. 

The same goes for the political parties. 

Of course, calling every BNP candidate a jackbooted 
Nazi is not only ineffective but can also be counter- 
productive. Saying that your BNP candidate has a secret 
plan to build concentration camps is plainly stupid. 

But there are imaginative ways of linking the BNP to 
its Nazi roots that will connect with voters. “War hero 
slams BNP” was the headline on one anti-BNP leaflet in 
a recent election. The story was about a former Spitfire 
pilot who likened the modern BNP with the Nazis he 
fought during the Second World War. Who is going to 
stand up and call him a liar? Certainly not the BNP. 

We must also avoid preaching at voters from ivory 
towers. The BNP is attracting the support of voters 
disillusioned with the main political parties. Lining up 
politicians to moralise against the BNP will at best fail 
and at worst harden voters’ support for the BNP. 

Instead the political parties must find the voters’ 
own peers to stand up against the BNP. We need to 
find people who are respected in the communities and 
people who are not identifiable with party politics. 
Politicians, like anti-racist and anti-fascist activists, 
need to eat some humble pie. Whatever the merits of 
our arguments the likes of the Spitfire pilot and the 
community nurse will always be taken more seriously. 

However, we represent the majority and if we can 
mobilise this majority effectively against the BNP then we 
have a chance. Part of that mobilisation has to be with the 
political parties standing up to the BNP. The day the BNP 
becomes seen as just another political party is the day we 
have lost. The BNP needs to be confronted in a flexible and 
sensible way. More importantly, we need to expose the 
BNP for what they are in a way that voters understand. 
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i: ANTI-RACIST FIGHTBACK 


Report from Wigan 


Fran McCaul, 
Wigan & Leigh United Against Racism 


IN MAY 2002 the British National Party contested the 
local elections in Wigan fielding one candidate who 
managed to poll 25% of the vote. Buoyed up by this 
success the BNP set about a concerted campaign that 
involved a regular “newsletter”, leafleting and frequent 
contributions to the letters’ pages of the local papers. 
Their campaign was set against a backdrop of a national 
mood against asylum seekers, reinforced in the local 
press with the prevailing negative stories and hostile 
letters not uncommon to many towns. 

Up until this time most anti-fascist activity had been 
organised by the local Anti Nazi League and the Labour 
Party in the ward in the which the candidate stood. 

It was clear from the momentum the BNP was 
gathering that much more was needed to fight off 
the significant threat they posed in the Wigan area. 
An inaugural meeting in February 2003 brought 
together faith groups, political parties, tenants’ 
and residents’ associations, community groups, 
trade unions, refugee support groups, schools’ and 
college representatives and concerned individuals. 
All confirmed their willingness to work together and 
form a strategy to fight the BNP in Wigan. The local 
trade unions were approached by members who had 
attended the meeting and demonstrated their support 
by providing the financial donations needed to kick- 
start the campaign. 

A number of task groups formed at the inaugural 
meeting put into action a series of events as diverse and 
significant as the individuals involved. 

By the time of the local elections in May 2003 there 
had been the official launch of Wigan Athletic United 
Against Racism at Wigan Athletic Football Club (WALUAR) 
involving over 500 local schoolchildren, as well as mass 
leafleting of the two wards in which the BNP decided to 
stand (they had originally intended to contest four 
wards). The people of Wigan also witnessed a vigorous 
fightback in the local papers, which included the local 
vicar urging voters to shun the BNP on 1 May. On the eve 
of polling day the local branch of UNISON, which 
represents 4,000 people, announced that it would be 
balloting members on a proposal for non-cooperation 
with any BNP councillor who might be elected in Wigan. 
The letters’ page of the local paper was alive with 
individuals challenging the BNP and exposing their lies 
and hypocrisies. 

The election results were a clear vindication that taking 
the BNP on was the right approach. The fascists 
increased their vote by just six in the ward they had 
fought in 2002 and made little impact in the one where 
they stood for the first time. 

The period since the elections has seen much broad- 
based activity. A follow-up leaflet was produced and 
distributed in the relevant areas and a general leaflet that 
could be dispersed to public buildings and places was 


written and printed. Local churches used Racial Justice 
Sunday to give out the leaflet to their congregations. 
A distinctive logo has been used on balloons, stickers and 
a banner, and has enabled WALUAR to have a presence 
at events such as local fun days. 

The local music collective organised a music event in 
the autumn which Wigan bands showcased and a group 
originally from Zimbabwe topped the bill. Ticket donation 
by WALUAR enabled some of the town’s refugees to go 
along and spend time with other young people from 
Wigan. A picnic in the park the following weekend saw 
people from the church’s Welcome Group share music, 
food and stories with local people. 

Through its contacts WALUAR secured community 
cohesion money that has funded anti-racist training 
days for interested individuals from the local 
communities. It has also appointed an anti-racist co- 
ordinator for education. 

WALUAR’s success in attracting such a broad coalition 
is testament to the commitment of the many decent, 
ordinary people who oppose the BNP and its fascist 
politics. The overwhelming majority had never been 
involved in campaigning on this level before and showed 
great courage and dedication in the part they played. 
The experience has also shown how important a broad- 
based grass roots campaign is in creating a wall of 
opposition that the BNP find difficult to attack. They have 
found it very hard to dismiss such a diverse number of 
people and organisations as merely the “usual 
suspects”. 

It has also shown that an effective anti-fascist campaign 
can have a cascading effect that is not restricted to one 
section of any community. The members and supporters 
of WALUAR have shown that unity is strength, and that 
that force can be found: in the workplace, in the trade 
union branch, in the local shop, in the pub, in the 
churches and temples, and certainly in the faces of BNP 
members who have to be made to feel that raising their 
ugly heads is a risk maybe not worth taking. 


iS 
Report from Bradford 


Paul Meszaros, Bradford TUC 


THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST the British National Party led 
by Bradford TUC is once again in full swing. Having seen 
off the BNP in last May’s local elections, local anti- 
fascists are determined to keep these criminals out of 
City Hall come June. 

We in Bradford learned early on that we must localise 
campaigning in a strategic and targeted way. For this 
reason when we campaigned in Queensbury ward, for 
example, we called our newsletter Queensbury Focus 
rather than Bradfordian, as elsewhere. This may seem a 
small point but in Queensbury there is very little 
positive local identification with Bradford and an 
appreciation of this has proved vital. Queensbury itself 
is not one homogenous place but has fairly distinctive 
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traditional, new, rich and poor parts. By wedding 


statistical data to anecdotal and local knowledge we 
have been able to write leaflets that we hope have a 
resonance in those areas. The last QF we distributed 
rattled the BNP locally but its main story was a positive 
look at the way local schools had done well recently. 
Other wards in Bradford, such as Eccleshill, have a very 
different character and history and require a different 
form of intervention. 

What has made this approach possible and more 
productive has been the putting in place of “ward 
co-ordinators” who have responsibility for those wards 
that we have identified as most at risk. The wards in 
which we are working are quite different and so are our 
ward co-ordinators, and we have not imagined that 
there is only one way to do stuff. However regular 
meetings to discuss and share experiences has meant 
that the intelligence and empathy for individual areas 
is increasing. 

This has also resulted in greater numbers of “locals” 
working with us than before. Some people have helped 
with stories and other information, some have 
distributed leaflets, but by getting involved they have 
made it possible for others to stand up and be counted 
against the nazi menace. We regard the use of an email 
address as vital for getting more folk involved. When 
people receive BNP material, they often feel insecure 
and frightened and don't know how to respond, but 
when they receive our material it gives them a way to get 
involved. It is always important to bear in mind that we 
are the majority but the BNP manages to frighten people 
with its scare stories and intimidation. The job of our 
local campaigns is to channel this concern and fear into 
practical, sustained and effective campaigning against 
our enemies. 


Peso acre CHARA 


Newsletter of Bradford TUC February 2004 


SPECIAL EDITION FOR 
THE NEW ROYDS WARD 


Dear reader, 

This is a special newsletter for 
Royds, the name of the new ward 
that will cover this area for June’s 
local elections. 


The extreme right wingers of the 


INSIDE... 


in order to get votes. But they have 
no answers -— they just want to 
create more problems, divisions and 
destroy democracy. 
Bradford TUC, made up of local 
trade unions, has been campaigning 
on behalf of ordinary Bradfordians 
for over 100 years. In the 1970s, we 
led opposition to the National Front. 
Today the BNP need to be stopped 
in the same way - by ordinary 
people standing together. 

In this newsletter, we expose the 
real nature of the BNP, from their 
boot-boy tactics to their racism 

and Nazism. 


We don’t want to see the BNP fool 


ward. Scores of local people got 
involved with helping write and 
distribute our leaflets. Now it’s 
important to make sure that 
happens in Royds as well. 

Please get in touch - full contact 
details can be found on the back of 
this leaflet. 


News inbrief 


Buy British. Not if you are the BNP 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY was left looking rather 
silly after it was revealed that its party badges were made 
in China. The BNP prides itself on its “Buy British” 
policy. After all, that — so it claims — is what it is all about. 
But last month it was discovered that the party’s “Buy 
British” policy did not extend to its own merchandise. 
This fact came to light when a BNP member mocked a 
rival fascist group on the internet about the origins of their 
badges only to discover that theirs too were made abroad. 
This is not the first time the BNP has been in hot water 
over foreign-made goods. In 2000, Nick Griffin, the BNP 
leader, set up a used car business only for it to collapse after 
the Japanese origins of many of his vehicles was exposed. 
The BNP has tried to court British workers on the 
basis of its “Buy British” and anti-globalisation 
programme in recent years and even produced a 
newspaper in the North East entitled The British Worker. 
But once again, they have been proved to be hypocrites 
who offer nothing but false promises to ordinary people. 


Dido, The Sun and the strange 


case of Mr Britconger 
THE SUN RECENTLY REPORTED in its “Bizarre” column 
how the pop singer Dido discovered a _ website 
supposedly run by a group of white supremacists that 
contained illegal MP3 files of two of her songs together 
with a printed lyrics sheet. 

Dido was quite rightly furious and contacted lawyers at 
her record label BMG who instructed the British 
Phonographic Industry to close the website down, which 
it did. But this is only part of the story. 

Searchlight operatives monitoring the Stormfront 
website, a US-based forum for fascists, had observed a 
regular poster who is an active member of the BNP and 
went under the strange pseudonym Britconger. 

Britconger began singing the praises of Dido declaring, 
“This girl deserves the support of all white nationalists all 
over Britain ... She loves her country.” He went on to tell 
all his fellow nazi sympathisers about his website where 
he had Dido MP3 files along with the lyrics. 

This launched Stormfront into a surreal fully blown debate 
about whether Dido or her music had fascist leanings. 

The nazis soon changed their tune after a Searchlight 
researcher contacted BMG’s legal department about 
Britconger’s website and its illicit MP3 files and how he 
was linking Dido to his sick and twisted racist views. 

BMG moved quickly. Within one hour they had 
contacted the BPI which immediately ordered the 
website to close. 

Once the story had broken in The Sun, pandemonium 
set in on Stormfront. 

“What was the website that was closed?” 

“Was it the Combat 18 forum?” 

“Was it the White Nationalist Party’s site?” 

No such luck and eventually they realised it was 
Britconger’s website. Then the knives came out for Dido 
branding her a “race traitor” and sneering that she is on 
the way out and that she must be a Jew. 

The nazis of the BNP and their kind will soon know what 
it is like to be “on the way out” when the June election 
results come in. 

Rather like Mr Britconger. 


Roma attacked as EU 
enlargement approaches 


Britain’s tabloid press has long vilified the 
Roma, accusing them of entering the country as 
“bogus” asylum seekers to bleed the benefits 
system dry. But come May, many will be able to 
enter the UK legally as EU expansion becomes 
a reality. Now the press campaign against Roma 
people is growing as panic takes hold, with the 
Daily Express at the forefront of newspapers 
that are publishing a host of unacceptably 
racist articles. By Kate Taylor. 


he Labour MP Kevin McNamara has tabled a 
motion in the House of Commons campaigning 
about recent articles in the Daily Express about 
the movement of Roma to Britain. The paper 
launched a vitriolic campaign against the Roma 
at end of January and early February. k 
The Daily Express claimed on its front page that 1.6 
million Gypsies are “ready to flood in” to Britain when 10 
new countries join the EU on 1 May. Titled “The Great 
Invasion 2004”, a map illustrated how Roma would 
soon be invading Britain. The editorial went on to claim 
that Roma were “heading to Britain to leech on us”. 
Other front-page headlines included “Gypsy Crisis” and 
“Invasion of benefit grabbers”. 
Journalists at the paper expressed disapproval at their 
own editors and called for support from the Press 
Complaints Commission. 
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A statement issued by Mr McNamara last month said, 
“The reporting in the Daily Express on Roma supposedly 
arriving in hordes plays upon deep-rooted prejudices 
against Roma/Gypsies. If journalists have had undue 
pressure placed upon them to write what they consider to 
be racist stories then this is a very serious charge and if true 
the editor of the Daily Express, Peter Hill, should seriously 
consider whether he is fit to sit on the Press Complaints 
Commission, a body that ostensibly exists to self-regulate 
the media and maintain high standards of reporting.” 

His Early Day Motion reads, “That this House . 
deplores attempts to incite racial hatred against one of 
the poorest and most marginalized communities in 
Europe; urges the government to make clear its 
abhorrence and take measures to address this deep- 
seated prejudice”. It is supported by the MPs Andrew 
George, John McDonnell, Ann Clwyd, Paul Stinchcombe, 
Jeremy Corbyn and Kelvin Hopkins. 

He tabled it after a plethora of articles in the tabloid 
press concerning EU enlargement and immigration, 
which Denis McShane, the Minister for Europe, has 
labelled a “rancid hate campaign’. As European 
expansion approaches, many people in western 
European countries are balking with fear. 

The enlargement of the EU in May will be its largest 
and most difficult yet. Hungary, Poland, the Czech 
Republic, Slovakia, Slovenia, Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, 
Cyprus and Malta are all due to become member states 
of the EU, but huge problems remain. And many of 
these countries have large Roma populations and a 
history of abuse and racism towards them. 


The EU’s expansion will coincide with the BNP’s 
biggest drive yet in electoral politics in the local, 
London, and European elections on 10 June. 
Immigration and asylum will no doubt be a key issue 
and the anti-EU card will be played in full. 

At present most Roma refugees in Britain are officially 
designated “bogus” because the British government 
considers countries from which they are fleeing to be 
“safe”. Labelling a country as safe is very much a 
political move. ; 

The case of Roma from the Czech Republic provides a 
good illustration of the arbitrariness of British asylum 
policy. Because the Czech Republic is considered safe 
not one Romani person fleeing persecution has ever 
been granted asylum in the UK. The UK wishes to aid 
Czech entry into the EU, so has to maintain that the 
Czech Republic does not discriminate against its 
citizens. Yet Canada accepts nearly all Czech Roma who 
enter its borders because it does accept that they suffer 
persecution in their country and it has no political 
reason not to. 

The prospect of many more Eastern European 
countries joining the EU is very daunting for Western 
European governments such as the UK. In theory, from 
May, Roma from Eastern European member states will 
have the right to travel and work freely within other 
member states. To prevent this would contravene EU law. 

Despite the fact that they will soon legally be able to 
enter Britain, Roma from Eastern Europe are still being 
made examples of and deported. One high profile case 
involves Ladislav Balaz, a Czech Rom, who after five 
years in London has been told to be ready, with his 
children, to be locked up in a detention centre to be 
deported. On 1 May Czech citizens will be EU citizens, 
but the British government needs to fulfil “forced 
removal” quotas. Balaz was a target for neo-nazi groups 
in the Czech Republic because of his _ political 
prominence. But his application for asylum in the UK 
after long delay has been refused. 

Britain is keen that the Eastern European countries in 
question alleviate the situation of the Roma in order that 
they meet EU human rights requirements. Many in 
Britain hope that improving the conditions in which 
Roma live in their countries of origin will result in fewer 
feeling the need to come to Britain. Expressing concern 
for the Roma is often a cynical move to keep them out. 

The Roma are one of the most feared minority groups 
in Britain because they are little understood. They are 
seen as mysterious and many in Britain worry that once 
legally allowed to enter the country they will flood in. 

When Romanies from the former Czechoslovakia 
entered Britain a few years ago, one Dover newspaper 
referred to them as “human sewage”, and others spoke 
of a “Gypsy invasion”. The Sun spoke of a desire to 
“kick them out” and declared that “EU law” was a 
“Gypsy Curse”. Now the Daily Express has taken up the 
job of vilifying the Roma. 

Even in the current climate, very few minority groups 
could be spoken about this way without any outcry. 
The press would not be able to use this kind of language 
about most other refugee groups. But the Roma 
are considered to be at the bottom of the ladder and are 
almost defenceless against such attacks. 

As a stateless minority, the Roma are symbolic in the 
EU enlargement process. How the EU responds to 
member states that contravene human _ rights 
stipulations will depend on how far it is willing to apply 
and implement laws that are intended to protect 
minority ethnic groups. 


A particularly nasty manifestation of UK policy to 
exclude Romani asylum seekers occurred a couple of 
years ago when it was revealed that Roma were being 
prevented from boarding flights to London at Prague 
airport, whereas other Czechs were being allowed to fly 
without question. Around a year ago the High Court in 
London heard an application by six Roma from the 
Czech Republic against the Chief Immigration Officer 
alleging human rights violations. “Skin colour” is of 
major importance in decisions by British authorities 
about whether certain Czech citizens should travel, the 
Czech Republic’s Culture Minister said at the time. 

British law endorsed this treatment. The Immigration 
Service is specifically exempt from the Race Relations 
(Amendment) Act 2000. The Immigration Minister at the 
time of the controversy, Barbara Roche, also said that 
certain groups should be subject to more “rigorous 
examination than other persons in the same 
circumstances”. 

The government justified these policies on the basis 
that there were a high number of unfounded asylum 
applications among Roma applicants from Eastern 
Europe. But from May the situation will be very different 
as those Roma who are citizens of member countries 
will be able to move here of their own accord. This has 
led to the assumption that huge numbers will come to 
Britain attracted by our “generous” benefits system. 

But it is misleading to believe that Roma who come to 
Britain find the streets paved with gold. Roma in Britain 
are among the most impoverished and discriminated 
against groups in the country. Most are in inadequate 
housing in the poorest parts of the country. And those who 
do move around are even worse off. Donald Kenrick, of the 
Romani Institute, says the figures show that between a 
quarter and a third of Britain's nomadic Romani 
population is officially homeless, living often without 
access to adequate schooling, sanitation or healthcare. 

It is for this reason that they provide an easy target for 
the press and far right alike. The BNP which sees itself as 
the party that will stand up against asylum and migration 
into Britain, uses the Roma and all other defenceless 
minority groups,to further its message of hate. 

As a result of media venom, a Commons Committee is 
now investigating how EU expansion will affect 
immigration into Britain. Immigration Minister 
Beverley Hughes is to give evidence. Its chairman John 
Denham says his committee wants to look into how 
many people are likely to arrive and the effects on jobs 
and the benefits system. 

While the BNP may jump upon this issue with relish, 
the truth is that the fascists have only been able to 
campaign so successfully on this issue because the 
climate is so open for them to do so. The venom of 
the press and mainstream politicians has normalised 
the message of the BNP. Asylum seekers — the Roma in 
particular — have become the scourge of the nation. 
Every problem is viewed through the lens of asylum. 
But the reality is that even if the refugees were removed 
the problems of poverty, inefficiency, and unemploy- 
ment would remain. When there is a visible group of 
defenceless and vulnerable people present, it is far 
easier to vilify them. There is no doubting that the 
asylum system is a shambles and that huge problems 
with immigration exist. However, blaming the biggest 
victims of this inefficiency helps nobody and 
contributes to destroying the very human rights that 
asylum laws are intended to protect. It leaves the 
political climate open to the destruction of freedom and 
democracy that the BNP would ensure. 
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Gutter press 


make. 


gutter votes 


By Steve Silver 


Screaming headlines in the tabloid press on asylum and 
immigration get the British National Party more votes than 
its own propaganda efforts ever could. 

The legitimisation of racism by sections of the daily 
press has created a climate where racism has achieved 
the ultimate goal of any ideology, it has become 
“common sense” that something must be done about 
“asylum seekers” and immigrants. Then for good measure 
government ministers bang the same drum. When a party 
then comes along that says little different from the 
newspapers that millions read every day, it is easy to see 
why a significant section of the population is prepared to 
put its cross next to the fascist candidate. 

In the 1970s the words National Front became the brand 
name of British racism. Schoolkids just needed to scrawl 
the letters NF on a wall and everyone knew what it meant. 
Today it is the BNP that “washes whiter”. Of course the BNP 
argue that they are not racist but simply standing up for the 
beleaguered British people (whites) against the “politically 
correct” crowd (socialists, black people, Jews etc.) 
who have political control and are enforcing a “horrendous” 
multiracial experiment on the British people. 

One problem for the BNP though is that there are also 
sometimes articles in the press that expose them as nazis 
which causes them considerable damage. A few years ago 
they set up a media monitoring unit whose responsibility it 
was to deal with this problem by intimidating journalists who 
gave the BNP negative coverage. More recently they have 
decided that terrorism by telephone and email simply isn’t 
enough, now it’s the turn of the grandly named Instant 
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Response Group to spring into action. 

When the National Coalition of Anti Deportation 
Campaigns organised a demonstration outside the 
headquarters of the Daily Mail to protest against that 
newspaper’s near daily vilification of refugees and asylum 
seekers, it was time for an “instant response” from the BNP 

The BNP organised a counter demonstration. The news- 
paper that had infamously declared “Hurrah for the 
blackshirts” in the 1930s — in support of Oswald Mosley’s 
fascists — now had today’s blackshirts giving a big hurrah for 
the Daily Mail. There, among the placards was one that said 
it all: “Vote BNP Read the Daily Mail”. 

Of course it isn’t only the Daily Mail but many of the other 
national tabloids and often the local press too who churn 
out an incredible barrage of racist material. Immigration, a 
marginal political issue objectively, has become a major 
issue in the minds of many because the newspapers Say so. 
Tne BNP must hardly be able to contain their joy as they 
see mainstream newspaper articles back up what they have 
been saying all along. 

But there is no such thing as a _ happy fascist. 
Some journalists simply aren’t racist enough. The BNP 
genuinely believes that the lack of press coverage of the 
murder of a white youth is the result of a media conspiracy 
led by the National Union of Journalists. Perhaps Nick Griffin, 
the BNP leader, believes the conspiracy is led by the same 
people who he once declared, in a pamphlet, ran the BBC. 
Still, you don’t hear him complaining when that same 
BBC sticks him on TV or the radio. 

As we report elsewhere this month, a few weeks after the 
BNP’s demonstration at the Daily Mail, they held another 
protest outside the NUJ’s office. The BNP says we smear 
them when we accuse them of being anti-union, but the 
proof of the pudding is in the eating. There were no 
“hurrahs” for the NUJ but a big “boo” because the union 
has the audacity to believe in a free and democratic press, 
so naturally opposes the BNP fascists. 

Of course Searchlight covers the machinations and 
intrigues of the BNP as it goes through various cosmetic 
changes and internal political intrigues. That is what we have 
always done. However, the truth is that the engine for the 
BNP’s success lies primarily outside the motley crew that 
runs the organisation and more in the racist political climate 
in which they operate. The press have a lot to answer for. 


RED GARD 
ON THURSDAY 


are once again being ashed 
We te for our local councillor 


FAILSWORTH 
"T AFFORD 
CATE BNP 
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Blackburn & Darwen 
United Against Racism 
PO Box 632, Blackburn 
Lancashire BB4 4WT 


Bradford Anti-Fascist 
Committee 

Bradford TUC-AFC 

c/o 17-21 Chapel St. 
Bradford BD1 5DT 
afc@bradford.tuc.org.uk 


Broxbourne Against 
Racism 

PO Box 13679 

London Ni 1AA 
contact@broxar.org.uk 


Burnley Trades Council 
c/o Town Hall 

Burnley, Lancs BB11 VA 
pthorne@burnley.gov.uk 


Calderdale Communities 
Against Racism 

c/o 17-21 Chapel St 
Bradford BD1 5DT 


Gateshead Against 
the Nazis 

6 Ellison Street 
Gateshead 

Tyne & Wear NE8 1AY 
0191-47 7-6638 
unison@unisonfree.net 


Kirklees United Against 
Racism and Fascism 
PO Box 310, Huddersfield 
West Yorkshire HD1 3YU 


Merseyside Coalition 
Against Racism 

and Fascism 

c/o TGWU 

143 Sefton Street, 
Liverpool L8 5SN 


North Staffordshire 
Campaign Against 
Racism & Fascism 

PO Box 1960 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 1WF 
NorSCARF@burslem. 
demon.co.uk 


Oldham United 
Against The BNP 

c/o Oldham Law Centre 
Archway House 

Bridge Street, Oldham 
OL1 1ED 


Ribble Valley 
Against Racism 
PO Box 95 

Whalley 

Clitheroe BB7 9WW 
www.'rvar.org.uk 


Saltdean for Tolerance 
and Respect (STAR) 

PO Box 164 

Brighton BN1 7WB 
contact@saltdeanstar.org 


Sheffield Campaign 
Against Racism and 
Fascism 

c/o Sheffield TUC 
Trades & Labour Club 
Talbot Street 
Sheffield S2 2TG 


South East Essex 
Coalition Against Racism 
c/o Searchlight Magazine 
PO Box 1576 

liford IG5 ONG 


Sunderland Coalition 
Against Racism 

and Fascism 

c/o Unison 

City of Sunderland Branch 
Grange Lodge 

Grange Crescent 
Sunderland SR2.7BN 
team@unison-sc.ace.co.uk 


Tees Valley Unites 
Against Racism 
c/o GMB 

Cleveland House 

7 Woodlands Road 


Middlesbrough TS1 3BH 


Tyne & Wear Anti- 
Fascist Association 
Room 111 

Transport House 
John Dobson Street 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
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View 


-NETHERLANDS 


Dutch police fail to crack down on racism 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


THE DUTCH AUTHORITIES are not doing their job 
properly because they fail to prosecute racism and 
discrimination. This is the conclusion of researchers 
from the University of Leiden and the world-renowned 
Anne Frank Foundation in their joint annual report on 
racism and the extreme right in The Netherlands in 2002. 

According to the report, filing a complaint against 
racial discrimination is often very difficult. And even 
when complaints are investigated properly, the chances 
of a prosecution of the perpetrators are slim. 

In March last year the Dutch College of Attorney 
Generals introduced anti-discrimination procedures 
with which the police are still not complying. The police 
still tend to dismiss complaints based on their own view 
of a case and are reluctant to do background research 
except perhaps when a case concerns charges of 
discrimination against their own officers. In 2002 two 
antisemitic incidents in which police officers had been 
verbally abused as “rotten Jews” were pursued as far 
as prosecution. 

The report’s figures on racism and the extreme right in 
2002, which are partly based on police statistics, 
indicate that the level of general racist violence has 
fallen, antisemitic incidents have doubled, the 
involvement of the organised extreme right in racist 
violence is low and the percentage of cases solved is also 
very low with only 8% of perpetrators arrested. 
This might be because of difficulties in reporting racism 
and discrimination at Dutch police stations. Often racist 
criminal acts are not logged as hate crimes but as 
ordinary incidents. Another problem is that the 
ethnicity of the victim and perpetrator is not always 
registered. This means that the report’s figures probably 
do not accurately reflect Dutch social reality. 

The Netherlands is experiencing growing problems 
over the integration of immigrants. It is not surprising 
that when immigrants feel they are not being taken 
seriously and are not protected by the authorities when 
they suffer racial abuse or discrimination, they start to 
become increasingly frustrated with society. 

The significance of the reported increase in anti- 
semitic incidents is unclear because much of what is 
called antisemitism in The Netherlands is confined 
to sport and of local origin. It is uncertain whether 
this manifestation of sport-related bigotry is real 
antisemitism or merely idiotic provocation. 

An example is the almost tribal hatred between Ajax 


fans in Amsterdam and their Feyenoord counterparts 
in Rotterdam. Ajax’s overwhelmingly non-Jewish 
supporters today refer to themselves “Jews” or “Super 
Jews” solely because of the allegedly Jewish roots of the 
club’s founders. Their waving of Israeli flags provokes 
vicious taunting from rival, especially Feyenoord, fans. 

Another factor is the so-called “new antisemitism’, 
common among some immigrant youngsters or related 
to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The number of 
antisemitic incidents increased from 18 in 2001 to 46 in 
2002 but half of them arise from this new antisemitism. 
Most of these incidents involved insulting behaviour or 
language, for example at pro-Palestinian demonstrations. 
In nine cases however physical attacks on Jewish people 
in Amsterdam were reported. 

There were 264 racist and extreme right-motivated 
incidents reported in 2002 compared to 317 in 2001. Anti- 
Islamic incidents fell from 190 to 68. The incidents 
included criminal damage, bomb threats and racist abuse. 

Most of the racist threats followed the murder of Pim 
Fortuyn, the right-wing populist leader, on 6 May 2002 
but the report’s researchers did not include them. 
Little research has been carried out on the racist and 
extreme right-wing aspect of this wave of threats, perhaps 
because they were generally seen as anti-establishment 
and occurred mainly on the internet. Serious incidents, 
such as the posting of a loaded gun to the Social 
Democrat leader Ad Melkert, were exceptional. 

The Dutch internal intelligence service, the AIVD, 
concluded that there was no right-wing organisation or 
orchestration behind the numerous threats but noted 
that notorious right-wing extremists took part in 
demonstrations to commemorate Fortuyn. 

Indeed it was at the AIVD’s instigation that the 
Rotterdam police arrested three nazis, including 
Ed Polman, the notorious bonehead thug and Blood and 
Honour sympathiser, on suspicion of conspiring to 
carry out revenge attacks against left-wing politicians. 

The internet is now playing a much greater role in 
spreading information on racist and ultra-rightist 
actions than even two years ago. Last year, for example, 
a Molotov cocktail was thrown into an Islamic school in 
Eindhoven. Five skinheads were subsequently arrested 
and it did not take long for messages of support to flood 
the various fascist websites. “Hail and honour to these 
fighters against Islamic vermin’, wrote one demented 
racist on the Polinco (politically incorrect) web forum. 
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Biggest nazi demonstration 


in Hamburg for decades 


Nazis try to 
rewrite history 
with a banner 
proclaiming 
“grandad was 
right” (this 
page). 

The placard 
(next page) 
reads “lama 
stupid donkey 
because | 
always 
believed my 
grandfather 
was a 
criminal”. 
Pictures from 
Antifa-Net 


From Axel Hoffmann in Hamburg for Enough is Enough and Antifa-Net 


ESTHER BEJARANO, Holocaust survivor, artist and 
veteran anti-fascist, was drenched by a police water 
cannon just as she was about to make the closing speech 
at a protest against a nazi demonstration in Hamburg on 
31 January. 

More than 5,000 anti-fascists had mobilised in a broad 
alliance for the counter-demonstration and concluding 
rally organised by the Vereinigung der Verfolgten des 
Naziregimes (VVN), Germany’s oldest and most 
respected anti-fascist organisation. 

The protest, against a march by 900 nazis who were 
opposing the Crimes of the Wehrmacht exhibition, 
largely passed off peacefully. But when the anti-fascists 
arrived at the venue of their rally and Ms Bejarano was 
ready to start her speech, the police attacked without 
warning or reason. Seizing the VVN’s PA system and 
deploying several powerful water cannons, they 
wrecked the meeting. 

For the nazis, the demonstration against the Hamburg 
Institute for Social Research's exhibition was a partial 
success because it was their biggest public display in the 
city for several decades and because it will lend impetus 
to their final mobilisation against the exhibition on 
27 March. Ever since the Crimes of the Wehrmacht 
exhibition began its tour of Germany, it has been 
targeted for unwelcome nazi attention. 

The first nazi mass demonstration against the 
exhibition was in Munich on 1 March 1997. On that 
occasion 5,000 people paraded to rescue the honour of 
Hitler’s Wehrmacht. They came from a 
broad right-wing alliance ranging from 
members of the conservative CSU to 
the nazi Nationaldemokratische Partei 
Deutschlands (NPD) and the Freie 
Kameradschaften. 

Amid the right-wing euphoria after 
the Munich demonstration, the Freie 
Kameradschaften quickly grasped that 
the issue could enable them to mobilise 
bigger than usual marches and rallies. 
In the following two to three years, led 
by the Hamburg nazi Christian Worch, 
they took their protests right up to the 
Federal Constitutional Court every time a 
march against the exhibition was banned. . 
Their successes in court unleashed a “lust 
for battle” among the nazis. 

Since 1999 the nazis have waged a 
constant campaign of demonstrations 
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under Worch’s stewardship. Their main aim was to 
transport the nazi travelling circus to as many towns as 
possible. Presence mattered more than numbers. Worch 
was following a strategy proposed by Michael Kiihnen, 
the nazi leader of the 1980s, namely that the more nazi 
propaganda is spread, the more people get accustomed 
to it, leading to a decriminalisation of National 
Socialism and ultimately to legalisation of the NSDAP. 

The hard core of the almost constant mobilisations 
against the exhibition has been the former 
Gesinnungsgemeinschaft der Neuen Front, while 
Kameradschaften from Northeim, Gottingen, Karlsruhe, 
Dortmund, Hanover and Hamburg have generally been 
able to guarantee minimum turnouts. 

As time passed, the frequency of the marches — at least 
one every weekend since 1999 — has exhausted not only 
anti-fascists but also the nazis. This tiredness has 
resulted in sections of the nazi foot troops publicly 
criticising Worch over the past two years. 

The nazis’ campaign against the exhibition has 
enabled them to forge a firm link with the wartime 
generation and in a unique way to glorify National 
Socialism openly with slogans about “brave Wehrmacht 
soldiers” and “SS fighters”. Although, as the nazi 
campaign developed, such slogans as “Fame and 
honour for the Waffen SS” and later “Fame and honour 
for the German Wehrmacht” were banned, the entire 
ethos of the demonstrations remained massive 


veneration of Nazism. 


bh bh bin cn 


weil hi immer fi 


mein a rossvater 
ein 


Nazis were once again welcome in bar rooms because 
the exhibition’s withdrawal and enforced revision, 
together with a parallel public discussion about so- 
called “Allied bomb terror” and “German victims”, 
allowed these apologists for genocide to set themselves 
up as opinion-forming trail-blazers. As with the asylum 
debate in the early 1990s, militant nazis have partly 
succeeded in setting the wider political agenda, 
creating a further shift to the right, boosting their own 
self-confidence and crucially increasing their level of 
public acceptability. 

Many of the Kameradschaften that took part in earlier 
events were absent from Hamburg, as were Worch, 
many of the Ruhr Kameradschaften and most of the 
NPD. However NPD district organisations from Hanover 
and G6ttingen and Holger Apfel from the party 
executive were on hand, the latter as a speaker. 
Significantly, the nazi lawyer Jiirgen Rieger, who has 
brought different nazi generations together at the 
annual Rudolf Hess demonstrations in Wunsiedel for 
the past three years, emerged demonstratively at the 
side of the leading militant nazis Thomas Wulff and 
Tobias Thiessen. Rieger’s presence could foreshadow a 
much broader nazi mobilisation in March. 

Equally significant was the very aggressive mood of 
the nazi demonstration with organised groups of anti- 
Antifa “heavies” openly threatening and intimidating 
journalists and photographers. A move by police to 
shorten the march almost provoked a riot, prevented 
only by the nazis’ stewards. The police presence was 
clearly too small to contain the nazis, the majority of the 
2,000 present deployed to deal with the anti-fascist 
counter demonstration. 

The aggression of the nazis and their growing ability 
to mobilise and put the anti-fascist movement under 
pressure has made 27 March an important date. 
Anti-fascists will have to take a clear and strong stand. 
If they do not, the nazis will notch up another victory 
on 27 March in their self-proclaimed “struggle for the 
streets” and make mass demonstrations that openly 
glorify Nazism and deny its crimes a normal a 
of life in Germany. 


NORWA 


Nazi sect leader avoids jail 


From Kjetil Simonsen for Monitor and 
Antifa-Net in Oslo 


Tore Wilhelm Tvedt, leader of the bizarre nazi sect 
Vigrid, has temporarily avoided serving a prison 
sentence. He should have gone to jail for earlier 
breaches of the law, including incitement to racial 
hatred but, thanks to his lawyer, he has remained a 
free man for a while. 

Tvedt was convicted in April 2002 for saying that 
Jews have sexual intercourse with their dead, goats 
should be punished for having sex with black people 
and paedophilia is a result of Judaism. Eight months 
later Terje Sjolie, the leader of the nazi Bootboys, was 
acquitted in the Supreme Court on charges of making 
racist statements about Jews and immigrants. 

Tvedt’s lawyer cited Sjolie’s acquittal as grounds 
for the court to overturn his client’s own conviction. 
When the court that had convicted him refused to 
set aside its verdict, Tvedt’s lawyer lodged an appeal 
to the Supreme Court. Until the Supreme Court 
reaches a decision, Tvedt can remain at liberty. 

Meanwhile Tvedt is the subject of a new police 
investigation for statements he made in a news- 
paper interview last July, in which he claimed he 
would “clean the Jews out of Norway”. So far he has 
failed to reply to three separate letters from the 
police asking him to help with their enquiries and 
now the Oslo police have asked their colleagues in 
districts where they suspect Tvedt is living to pull 
him in for questioning. 

Tvedt and Vigrid have become increasingly 
desperate over the past couple of months. Since last 
autumn, the Norwegian Police Security Service, the 
PST, has been engaged in a major offensive against 
the sect and has achieved good results. According to 
the PST, 60% of the young people who have spoken to 
the police now wish to quit the nazi scene. 

The increased police pressure seems to have 
prompted Tvedt to try to free himself from 
responsibility for Vigrid’s activities. He has started 
to push his much younger followers into publicly 
fronting his bizarre organisation. An _ article 
published in the Norwegian magazine Vi menn says 
the much younger Torgrim Bredesen will now look 
after the practical work, while Tvedt concentrates 
exclusively on what he calls “prophetic” activities. 

Tvedt has also launched Vigrid as a “political 
party”, with Bredesen as “party co-ordinator”. There 
is no doubt that these plans are a smokescreen to 
draw public attention away from the fact that Vigrid 
is going through a crisis, that its members are 
jumping ship and that the police have an almost 
complete insight into the organisation’s structure 
and workings. The truth is that Vigrid has neither the 
economic nor the political strength to build a party. 

Vigrid’s internet pages claim that the sect will “go 
international” in February. This is a reference to a 
radio programme about Vigrid that the BBC is 
apparently making for the reason that the sect is 
one of the strangest nazi organisations in Eu 


Sixty years after the Hungarian 
Holocaust, antisemites take to 
Budapest’s streets 

From Karl Pfeifer in Budapest 


“THERE ARE MANY COUNTRIES in the world in which the 
majority suppresses the minority but only one country, in 
which the minority does that to the majority and that is 
Hungary,” bawled the right-wing journalist Istvan Lovas to 
the thousands of cheering Hungarians who demonstrated 
and burned an Israeli flag in Budapest on 11 January. 

“In Hungary”, continued Lovas, a leading journalist of the 
Hungarian opposition who works for the public service 
broadcaster Radio Kossuth, “a minority that hates the 
Hungarian nation and Christianity has derided, gagged and 
crushed the majority for the past fifty years”. 

Lovas’s audience showed their agreement by handing out 
yellow crosses, mimicking the yellow stars that the Nazis 
once forced Jews to wear. Some had already sewn the 
crosses onto their coats. When another speaker called for 
“legitimate self-defence” against the government, the 
demonstrators chanted “enough, enough”, “murderer, 
murderer”, “dirty Jews”, “rats”, “go home to Israel”, 
“you want to destroy us!” and “down with Medgyessy”, 
Hungary’s socialist Prime Minister. 

What sparked off this outpouring of antisemitic bile was a 
single sentence, “I would exterminate all Christians”, 
uttered by a freelance journalist under the influence of 
alcohol on a chat show broadcast by the private 
broadcasting station Radio Tilos just before Christmas. 

Radio Tilos (Radio Forbidden) was founded by the political 
opposition in Hungary as an alternative to the state’s news 
monopoly before the collapse of the socialist regime at the 
end of the 1980s. The station survived to become a noted 
fighter for equality and an opponent of all forms of racism. 

It is also known for its rather provocative rhetoric. Despite 
the fact that a second presenter in the studio immediately 
distanced himself from the anti-Christian statement, issued 
a public apology and immediately suspended the journalist, 
Radio Tilos was ordered to cease broadcasting for a month. 
Antisemitic broadcasts by right-wing radio stations have 
never been penalised so heavily, if at all, but there are now 
demands for the permanent removal of Radio Tilos’s licence. 

The reason for the journalist’s anger received little media 
coverage but it appears that his rage was directed at members 
of an extreme right-wing organisation who during the first week 
of Advent erected large wooden crosses throughout Hungary 
especially in Budapest. In the present circumstances in 
Hungary such displays of the cross are hardly a symbol of 
brotherly love but more a racist provocation. This was why 
the Radio Tilos journalist also declared, “We are all Jews”, to 
protest against the growing antisemitism. 

Newspapers were flooded with protest letters from right- 
wingers condemning the “persecution of Christians” while 
so-called Citizens’ Circles called for a demonstration 
outside Radio Tilos’s studio. 

Citizens’ Circles are an extra-parliamentary opposition 
movement initiated by the conservative Victor Orban, 
Prime Minister from 1998 to 2002. They use the internet 
and email lists to call for regular demonstrations against 
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“the totalitarianism of the left”. Interestingly, the 
movement’s slogan “Forward Hungary” apes the main 
slogan of the Italian premier Silvio Berlusconi’s Forza Italia. 

Orban frequently gives long interviews to Vasarnapi Ujsag 
(Sunday Newsreel) on Radio Kossuth that one liberal 
journalist described as “state-sponsored Jew baiting”. Most 
of the printed media friendly to the Citizens’ Circles are 
allied to the extreme right and the Citizens’ Circles eagerly 
support demonstrations and petitions against the dropping 
of a television programme that incites antisemitism. 

The scandal of Hungarian antisemitism has to be seen in 
the context of Hungary’s accession to the European Union 
which, say Orban’s supporters, endangers the Hungarian 
nation. Therefore they call on “true Hungarians”, who also 
regard themselves as “true Christians”, to protect 
themselves against the “enemies of the nation”, by which 
they mean not only the Jews but the entire political left. 

After being voted out of office in 2002 Orban said, “The 
nation cannot stay in opposition” and recently declared that 
the current “provisional ruling circumstances” would soon 
be over. He was alluding to the expression once used about 
the country’s 40 years of communism, namely that the Red 
Army was “provisionally stationed” in Hungary. He claims 
that there is a straightforward continuity between the pre- 
1956 Stalinist dictatorship and the present Socialist-Liberal 
coalition, and that Hungary is occupied by “enemies”. 

Encouraged by this, the media circus around the Citizens’ 
Circles is happy to use infamous expressions such as 
“liberal-Bolshevik’, “cosmopolitan”, “a prolonged arm of 
globalisation” and a new term, “Brusselite”, an adaptation 
of the once commonly used “Muscovite”. 

The Budapest district court acted swiftly after the 
demonstration, charging three men on 26 January with 
burning an Israeli flag. One of them had already been 
cautioned about his unruly behaviour at a Citizens’ Circles 
demonstration in July 2002. 

Despite this, the mere fact that these events are happening 
just 60 years after the Hungarian Holocaust, when more than 
half a million Jews were deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau within 
the space of six weeks, is a cause for international concern. 

Since the end of the socialist regime in 1989 there has 
been a definite, if gradual, shift in the presentation of 
revisionist ideas from the radical fringe to the more 
“respectable” mainstream. The main feature characterising 
the more “respectable” contribution to antisemitism and 
historical revisionism is the relativisation or minimalisation of 
the Holocaust. 

Minimalisation is one of the major trends that 
have infiltrated the mainstream media and public debate. 
For example, Lovas has denied that the Holocaust is unique 
and compared it not only with the vile deeds of the white man 
against the native Americans but also with the crimes of the 
Stalinist period. His article “Comparative Blood Algebra and 
the Holocaust”, published in the leading daily Népszabadsag, 
sparked off a number of rows and led to legal action about 
his views which, he insists, “are not antisemitic”. 

Today the country is divided. On the one side are those who 
are afraid that Hungary will “disappear”, who apparently exist 
in a self-inflicted nightmare of fighting for “national existence” 
and see the incitement of hatred as “self-defence”. On the 
other are those who take a stand against this rabble-rousing. 

In order to create an identity for the hate mob, the 
Citizens’ Circles and sympathetic media are trying to create 
the legend of a homogenous Hungarian culture thousands 
of years old. The fact that some of the Christian clergy in 
Hungary are trying to give this bogus national-ethnic legend 
an equally bogus religious legitimisation and that European 
conservative parties are doing nothing to warn Orban to 
stop this racist politics is an international scandal. 


STATESIDE 


Gun lobby mobilises votes 


By Leonard Zeskind for IREHR and 
Antifa Net in the USA 


In the third instalment of his series on 
election year 2004, Leonard Zeskind 
analyses the cultural and political 
firepower of the gun lobby. 


IMAGINE A MULTI-ARMED ORGANISATION of over 
three million committed members, with a leadership 
firmly ensconced on the Republican Party right wing. 
Most of its activists live in rural towns and white-flight 
suburbs outside the Washington DC to Boston corridor, 
but its executives wield power on Capitol Hill with the 
cunning of brain surgeons in a shop full of inept 
sausage-makers. Its foundation-charity arm routinely 
collects each year over $14 million in revenue and then 
drip-feeds the money into high school and youth club 
“educational” programmes from Lincoln County, 
Arkansas to Gallatin County, Montana. In the 2000 
presidential election cycle, its non-charity political arms 
donated $1.4 million directly to the Republican Party 
and spent many times that in contributions to political 
candidates. In the 2002 elections, it paid $25 million for 
television advertising and unknown millions more in 
direct mail aimed at mobilising its membership to vote. 
Although this organisation's leaders have flirted with 
militiamen and served as apologists for white power 
rhetoric, it has been virtually ignored by the usual “fight 
the right” crowd. While it claimed (with some 
justification) that its voters pushed President George W. 
Bush into office, the Democratic Party has surrendered 
to it rural voters in crucial swing state elections. 

This organisation is not a fantasy, of course; it is the 
National Rifle Association (NRA). And in an election year 
like 2004, with the electorate evenly divided by culture, 
religion and ideology, the NRA’ ability to garner votes 
for the Republican Party will be a critical factor. 

Much ink has been spilled about direct financial 
contributions to candidates by political action 
committees and issue-advertising by advocacy groups, 
but the role of non-party organisations in mobilising 
voters is often not discussed. For its part, the Democratic 
Party owns the allegiance of the AFL-CIO (American 
Federation of Labor - Congress of Industrial Organiza- 
tions) leadership, as well as the civil rights grass roots of 
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People and the membership of several abortion rights 
lobbies. On the other side, the Republican Party also relies 
on support from so-called religious conservatives such as 
those in the Christian Coalition and anti-tax zealots in the 
National Taxpayers’ Union. The power of the Christian 
Coalition has waned in recent election cycles, however, as 
the Republican Party has co-opted its issues and 
apparatchiks. And no organisation, .Republican or 


Democrat, matches the NRAs reach into rural America. 
In these small towns and villages, guns and “gun rights” 
are a symbol of cultural distance from cosmopolitan social 
elites as well as the perceived depredations of urban life. 

The NRA is not the only gun rights organisation. 
Larry Pratt's Gun Owners of America operation, for 
example, has been more directly linked by corporate ties 
to anti-immigrant and anti-abortion rights causes. 
The National Association to Keep and Bear Arms also 
bears a harder-right imprint and has long been part of 
the Christian patriot scene. 

Together they all find in the Second Amendment an 
inalienable personal right to keep and bear arms. The US 
Supreme Court has not yet found that so-called right in 
the Constitution, however, despite prodding by President 
Bush’s Attorney General, John Ashcroft. As a result, much 
of the NRA’ss political capital seems to stem from its ability 
to turn back (or mitigate) state and federal legislation 
aimed at gun control. NRA members are urged to oppose 
legislation that curbs assault weapons or enforces 
registration of sales at gun shows. Similarly, they support 
statutes that allow them to carry concealed weapons, as 
well as promote special protections for the gun industry 
from class action lawsuits, like those faced by the 
cigarette industry. Members are taught to register to vote, 
write to their congressional representatives and lobby 
their state legislators — all in opposition to “gun grabbers”. 

The NRAs list of gun grabbers includes the United 
Nations, liberal political commentators and a host of 
Democratic Party luminaries. Gunners are urged to 
vote them out of office; and often they do just that. 
For industry executives — those manufacturing and 
selling rifles and side-arms, ammunition and gunpowder 
— these rank-and-file NRA members serve as a first line of 
corporate defence against regulation and accountability. 
But the average Joe and Josephine Gunner does not trade 
in weapons or possess a Class III permit for automatic 
machine guns and have little to fear from measures 
aimed at controlling pistols and assault rifles. They are 
much more likely properly to register their hand guns 
and use their rifles for hunting, activities universally 
regarded as protected sportsmanship conduct. 

In this context, NRA rhetoric performs an almost 
magical sleight-of-hand. By (falsely) contending that 
individual gun ownership is a constitutional right, it 
turns deer hunting and trap shooting into a defence of 
liberty and justice. At the same time, it similarly 
transforms gun control advocates into cultural aliens 
aimed at subverting freedom. Gun ownership then 
becomes a value-laden symbol of American-ness, and 
voting out Democrats who support gun legislation is 
regarded as a truly patriotic act. 

In the last several election cycles, Democrats have 
largely ceded (white) rural voters to the Republican 
Party, despite the fact that these same voters are often 
working class and poor. If the trend continues, 
Republicans may wake up next 3 November with votes 
in their column that Democrats could have won, if only 
they understood the cultural politics of the gun lobby. 
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Faith-based fascists 


John Sharpe, 
Catholic 
Traditionalist 
publisher and 
antisemite 


bridging the waters 


By Mike Reynolds 


ON ASH WEDNESDAY, 25 February, Mel Gibson's 
controversial film of the Crucifixion, The Passion of Jesus 
Christ, opened in cinemas worldwide and is certain to 
fuel the roiling accusations of religious antisemitism 
that have dogged the Traditionalist Catholic 
actor/director over the past year. No surprise, 
considering that Gibson based his script on a feverish 
“vision” penned by the 19th century mystic Anne 
Catherine Emmerich, which lays the blame for Christ's 
execution squarely on “the cruel Jews ... the emissaries 
of Satan”. Despite all the reporting on this controversial 
movie, little light has been directed at the radical 
Traditionalist Catholic movement that formed Gibson's 
reactionary beliefs. 

With the internet and numerous conferences, 
seminars and pilgrimages around the world, Catholic 
ultra-Traditionalists - numbering as many as 100,000 in 
the United States alone — form a global network that is 
infested with religious antisemites, Holocaust deniers, 
Old School fascists, white nationalists, faith-based Third 
Positionists and anti-democratic clerics. 

“We intend to pick up where the Distributist, the 
Solidarist, the Corporatist Catholics of all nations left off 
before the war, and, God willing, to deliver to the world 
once again the hope of a peaceful and fruitful existence, 
free from both the excessive power of the state and the 
ruthless injustice of an untamed market.” 

So stated the Catholic IHS Press on its website launch 
two years ago. The man behind this enterprise and these 
words is John Sharpe, a graduate of the United States 
Naval Academy, former submarine officer and media 
spokesman for the Atlantic Fleet. He is also a radical 
Catholic Third Position polemicist with ideological and 
business ties to Roberto Fiore’s International Third 
Position/Forza Nuova network. 

Sharpe’s other, more radical enterprise, the Legion of 
St Louis (LSL), based in Norfolk, Virginia, serves as the 
US distributor for the St George Educational Trust 
(SGET) catalogue of antisemitic and British fascist 
classics. The Board of Directors for the Trust includes 
convicted terrorist Roberto Fiore, former National Front 
political solider Colin Todd and Society of St Pius X 
(SSPX) priest Fr. Michael Crowdy. 

LSL offers an SGET booklist that includes works by the 
British Union of Fascists leader A K Chesterton, the Irish 
fascist and antisemite Fr. Denis Fahey and his American 


protégé “radio priest” Fr. Charles Coughlin along with 
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— 
Holocaust denier Michael Hoffman's Strange Gods of. 
Judaism and Henry Ford’s The International Jew. 

Sharpe's affiliation with the ITP is further illustrated by 
his promotion of back-to-land Catholic separatism: 
Distributism via Chesterton/Belloc - one of the ten 
planks of the ITP. Reciprocally, the ITP is now promoting 
IHS Press in its email newsletter, Final Conflict. 

With IHS Press and its companion imprint, Gates of 
Vienna Press, Sharpe takes a more subversive tack. 
These ventures target a broader, more respectable range 
of conservative Catholics and have made Sharpe one of 
the leading Traditionalist Catholic publishers in America 
with an outreach into markets in the UK and Europe. 

Sharpe is a very busy fellow. In addition to his 
speaking engagements, writing, publishing enterprises 
and directorship of the Legion, he has a subsidiary 
business, LSL Enterprises, that sells religious statues, 
prints and icons imported from Italy. Given his 
affiliation with SGET, it is suspected that Sharpe's 
Italian import enterprise is fingerprinted by the hands 
of Fiore and fellow ITP leader Derek Holland, now 
ensconced in an apartment near the Vatican. Sharpe 
and Holland, who has recently adopted the surname 
O’Huallachain, jointly edited a collection of essays by 
writers of the 1930s and 1940s under the title Distributist 
Perspectives. They include writings by G K Chesterton 
and Hilaire Belloc. 

Sharpe's parents, John, Sr. and Judith, founded their 
own Trad Catholic effort, “In the Spirit of Chartres” 
Committee, in 1998, which sponsors two annual events 
in Phoenix: a “Spirit of Chartres” Pilgrimage modelled 
on the annual SSPX event in France and a Catholic 
Restoration Conference. These conferences have 
featured the most extreme of the Trad Catholic 
movement: John Vennari, Christopher Ferrara, Gerry 
Matatics, Marian Horvat, Atila Guimaraes, Fr. Paul 
Kramer and, of course, John Sharpe, Jr. These comprise 
a core team of conspiracy-mongering proselytisers on a 


speaking circuit backed by SSPX adherents, the 
St. Benedict’s Center in New Hampshire, the US 
headquarters for the followers of the late Fr. Francis 
Feeney, a notorious antisemite, and the multimillion 
dollar media outreach of Fr. Nicholas Gruner, a 
renegade Canadian priest who runs The Fatima 
Network. All sell an array of antisemitic, Judeo-Masonic 
Marxist conspiracy books plus the standard Distributist 
fare of Chesterton and Belloc. 

Extremists Vennari, Ferrara, Horvat, the race-baiting 
E. Michael Jones and antisemitic conspiracist Robert 
Sungenis are also frequent contributors to the London 
Traditionalist Catholic monthly, Christian Order, 
founded by the late Fr. Paul Crane in 1960, that describes 
itself as “a militant antidote to the secular ‘live and let 
live’ attitude which has brought the Church low”. 

The Sharpe family, like their ITP friends, are 
supporters of the Society of St Pius X, a schismatic sect 
of the Roman Catholic Church imbued with clerical 
fascism and theocratic antisemitism. SSPX was founded 
in Econe, Switzerland in September1970 by the late 
French Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre, a Vichyite integrist. 
Its clerical ranks are permeated with fascists, neo- 
fascists, Carlists, Nazi sympathizers and Holocaust 
deniers. Ranting against democracy, gay, lesbian and 
women’s rights, including, but not limited to, abortion, 
contraception, social position and attire, the SSPX is one 
of the most pernicious Traditionalist Catholic 
organisations in the world. 

While its influence among neo-fascists and 
ultranationalists is most evident and deeply embedded 
in France — Jean-Marie Le Pen’s Front National, in 
Poland — the Liga Polskich Rodzin (League of Polish 
Families), Narodowe Odrodzenie Polski (National 
Rebirth of Poland) and in Italy - Forza Nuova, 
Allianza Cattolica, Militia Christi, the SSPX has grown to 
become a significant presence in the United States. 
Its relationship with convicted anti-abortion terrorist 
James Kopp and the militia and common law court of 
St Marys, Kansas and the Republic of Texas are two 
extreme examples. 

In Kansas City, Missouri the official SSPX magazine, 
The Angelus, publishes antisemitic and anti-democratic 
screeds from Archbishop Lefebvre, Fr. Fahey, defender 
of Ernst Ziindel Bishop Richard Williamson, E. Michael 
Jones, Vennari, Sungenis along with Fiore and Holland’s 
old padre, Fr. Crowdy, Like Sharpe’s Legion of St. Louis, 
the SSPX book imprint, Angelus Press in Kansas City, 
offers all of Fahey’s antisemitic conspiracy books plus 
Hilaire Belloc’s The Jews. 

In addition to publishing financial appeals from SSPX 
in his Legion of St. Louis Bulletin, Sharpe has 
contributed several articles for The Angelus, including 
a two-part series, Judaism and the Vatican, in which 
he wrote: 

“Now insofar as the Jews reject the Divine Sonship of 
Our Lord, they remain unable to recognize as a positive 
development the culture which flowed from an 
uncompromising adherence to Him. They are 
opponents of Christian civilization insofar as they are 
unable to confess adherence to a Faith Objective Moral 
Law of God which was incarnated in that civilization. 
They are, however, a tenacious race, and their own 
commitment to pluralism does not countenance the 
socio-political supremacy of a creed founded on a Man 
whom their theologians consider to be a common 
blasphemer. Hence their commitment to revolution and 
their support of the progressive tendencies embodied in 
the Renaissance, the Reformation, and the Revolution.” 


In the June 2003 issue of The Angelus, Sharpe wrote, 
“... let us not fear the epithet anti-Semite. ... the 
Christian anti-Semite has for his dream the restoration 
of that state which had its foundations in theological 
principles. If such is the case (as both history and logic 
prove, even to this very day) may we all then have the 
courage to respond with the words of Fr. Fahey: In that 
sense, every sane thinker must be an anti-Semite.” 

The above remarks seem relatively measured when 
contrasted with Sharpe’s poisonous fulmination in his 
Legion of St. Louis Bulletin, a “Jews killed Jesus” product 
featuring articles from the Zundeliste and Willis Carto’s 
American Free Press. In his enormous three-part series 
on 9/11, Sharpe proffers a tour-de-force Third 
Positionist polemic, a rather bizarre and troubling 
mindset for a lieutenant in the United States Navy. 

“Bin Laden’s call to attack the West lacks a 
supernatural geo-political perspective because it is 
concerned ONLY with defending the rights, albeit in 
some cases legitimate, of Muslim states. The media 
perspective is faulty because it equates the West with 
the Enlightenment, secularism, and materialism. 
And the analysis put forward by some Catholic parties 
is flawed not so much in itself as in what it leaves out 
of consideration — Judeo-Masonry. 

“Commentary on the geopolitical situation of 2001 
can be neither complete nor sufficient if it fails to take 
into account the Jewish Nation. The temporal power 
that the Jews have achieved since, picking a somewhat 
arbitrary date, 1789, is both pervasive and relatively 
unchallenged. Some readers will doubtless call this 
extremism, anti-Semitism, and, God-forbid, some 
strange brand of Nazi fanaticism. On the contrary. It is 
simply a fact. The forces of high finance, government, 
and the media have been in largely Jewish hands for 
some time now; we should therefore expect that the 
direction in which the world is guided by those forces 
(or at least in which those forces attempt to guide the 
world) largely corresponds to a generally Jewish aim.” 

And this: “... there is an inconvenient coincidence 
that the spin-masters continue to try to avoid, disavow, 
or ‘interpret’ out of existence. That fact is this: with the 
exception of the Legion Bulletin and a few other 
independent Crusaders, the only publicly-identifiable 
religious group in the world which routinely denounces 
Zionist oppression, at the hands of either the US or 
Israel, is the Islamic world, whether it be the ‘radical’ 
fringe or the ‘moderate’ Arab states.” 

At closing, smoking with centuries-old religious 
antisemitism, Sharpe wraps it all up in Inquisition 
black by declaring that “the current and historical 
mortal enemy of Christian civilization is Judeo- 
Masonry. There can be no doubt about this fact from an 
analysis of history, both recent, and that which dates 
from the time of Our Lord. Islam is a sideshow, albeit a 
powerful and vigorous one, to the main drama. It has 
been a tool of Jewry and may in fact be so in this case.” 

With hatred like this widely disseminated by the 
SSPX and other US based Traditionalist Catholic 
organisations, Sharpe and his numerous cohorts in the 
US have become vital helpmates to Catholic neo- 
fascists in Europe, Ireland and South America. As they 
solidify and expand their ties with clerical fascists in 
Europe and the UK within the SSPX network, these 
American Rad Trads are forming a faith-based bridge 
between the American extremist Right and their 
counterparts around the world more roadworthy than 
anything attempted by the likes of pagan Nazis such 
as William Pierce. 
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Le Pen uses regional elections to 
advance presidential ambitions 


From Esbé for Scalp-Reflex and Antifa-Net in Paris 


WHATEVER HAPPENS ELSEWHERE, the shock results 
of the presidential election of 21 April 2002 will ensure 
that all eyes will be on the Front National’s campaign in 
Provence-Alpes-Céte d’Azur (PACA) in the French 
regional elections in March 2004. 

Jean-Marie Le Pen, the FN leader, can boast record 
results in the PACA region. His vote has averaged more 
than 23% over the years and he topped the first round 
poll in the 2002 presidential election. 

The EN leader will head the candidates’ list in the 
region’s Rhéne Delta département where he scored 
24.4% in the first round in 2002 and got the biggest vote 
in 94 towns out of 119. In the Alpes-Maritimes 
département he took 25.99% in 2002, in the Var 23.49% 
and in Vaucluse 25.8%. It was only in the Hautes- 
Alpes that Le Pen came second to Jacques Chirac, 
polling just 14.36%. 

In Marseille, Le Pen grabbed 23.34% in 2002, although 
he took 28.3% there as long ago as 1988. However, it is in 
Vaucluse that Le Pen has generally obtained his best 
results such as 31.98% in Carpentras and 32.99% in 
Orange, a city ruled by his party. 

In the second round run-off with Chirac two years 
ago, Le Pen’s vote in Vaucluse was 11.85 points above the 
national average. Among the regions it was PACA that 
produced his best result of 27.69%. The fact that the FN’s 
vote was squeezed in the parliamentary elections later 
in 2002 has done nothing to diminish his belief that, for 
some of the Provencal electorate at least, he is the “man 
of providence” he pretends to be. 

Le Pen’s lack of interest in local elections is well 
known. He has always believed his destiny lies on the 
national stage. But he considers his regional 
candidature this time as a continuation of the 2002 
presidential elections. 

A year ago he declared, “If I became president of 
PACA, I would take a serious option on the next 
presidential election’. In line with this, the FN has 
abandoned its legendary stinginess in the hope of 
securing victory for the party’s still unchallenged leader. 
The FN’s campaign, which opened officially on 18 and 
19 September in Nice and Marseille respectively, is 
costing almost £650,000 and Le Pen is spending at least 
three days a week in the region. 

A key aim of Le Pen’s regional election campaign is 
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to make the FN look like a party of government. 
In November 2002, Le Pen stated, “We are coming to the 
point where the Front will have to be presented as a 
candidate for power. We must be able to present fellow 
citizens with a clear design, with clearly identifiable 
personalities and a more concrete programme. If we had 
been able to reveal, starting with 21 April 2002, that we 
were people capable of taking control, we would, 
perhaps, have disarmed the cabal that was assembled 
against us during the 15 days before the second round.” 

There is nothing remotely original in the FN’s latest 
campaign. Immigration and security will as always be 
the cornerstones. Thus in Marseille Le Pen has pushed 
himself into the headlines by denouncing a project to 
build a mosque. 

Another pet theme of the FN is the supposed 
“collusion” of right and left in the region. Accusing the 
right of having handed over the region to the left, Le Pen 
does not hesitate to scoff at his opponents, whose rather 
dim personalities do not offer much resistance. 

As to the detail of the policies he would implement in 
the event of victory, for the moment Le Pen is content 
with promising to reduce grants to “certain” unspecified 
associations, to introduce some vague measures of 
vocational training and management and to transform 
Provence into a “French California’, by which he means 
an area for super-rich pensioners whose coasts will 
heavily guarded to keep out migrants from the south. 

Internally the FN has reorganised itself in the region 
following an influx of new members after the 2002 
elections. Some are former members who left to join 
Bruno Mégret but returned after the result of 21 April 
2002. But there are also new members, recruited 
through hard grassroots work. 

Is the FN likely to win the presidency of the PACA 
region? A survey in August 2003 forecast that 20% of the 
vote would go to Le Pen. Another in December 2003 
gave him 25% and it is likely that as the election date 
approaches, the estimate will rise to 28%. 

Many characteristics of the region suggest that the FN 
has a good chance. Politically and electorally, the 
mainstream right and the extreme right wing have 
always been at home together there. This was shown 
strikingly by the case of Jacques Peyrat who in 1997 went 
over from the FN to the Gaullist RPR without any 


problems. Also the social democratic left, especially in 
Marseille, has such a poor image that it cannot in any 
sense be regarded as a force for progressive change. 

Moreover, politicians from all parties have always 
made corruption an unavoidable speciality of local 
politics in the region. Finally, abstention levels have 
always been higher in PACA, a factor that benefits the FN. 

Le Pen has the advantage that the two candidates 
opposing him are torpid. On the left is Michel 
Vauzelle, who has problems with the courts and whose 
only programme consists of shouting “wolf” to mask 
the absence of specific policies. Le Pen’s opponent 
on the right is Renaud Muselier, who is hardly known 
outside the Rhéne Delta and who also has a vacuous 
programme. The man Le Pen hates most, Bruno Mégret, 
has been convicted for financial irregularities and is 
ineligible to stand. 

So far so bad but the massive media circus around 
Le Pen’s candidature could well turn against him. 
Concerned about the image of their region, voters might 
prefer a mainstream right-wing candidate who just 
adopts Le Pen’s repressive policies. 

Le Pen has not succeeded in attracting onto his list the 
kind of responsible economists or specialist members of 


“civil society” that would give him a certain local base. 
And many local employers do not look favourably on 
election publicity that suggests the next head of the 
region might be Europe’s most notorious right-wing 
extremist. Le Pen’s election would have an adverse effect 
on the tourism needed to rectify the economic problems 
of Provence and a boycott or decline in business would 
be disastrous. 

Le Pen may be able to claim victory whatever the 
result of the vote. If he is beaten, he could say that 
everyone was in league against him and that it proves he 
is the only credible political alternative for all those 
blighted by social insecurity and who do not recognise 
themselves in the parties of government, whether of the 
right or of the left. 

In PACA as elsewhere, the battle must be fought 
not only against the FN and its blustering boss but 
also against all the ideas - nationalism, militarism, 
racism, sexism, homophobia — that it embodies and 
the problems that feed these ideas, namely the in- 
Stitutionalisation of poverty, militarisation, the 
dismantling of social gains and the use of war as a 
means of appropriating the planet’s wealth for the 
benefit of a minority. 
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BELGIUM 


Far right opposes vote 
for non-EU citizens 


From Wim Haelsterman for CAF- 
RésistanceS/AFF-Verzet in Brussels 


THE QUESTION of giving non-European Union citizens 
the right to vote in local elections has become one of the 
hottest topics in Belgium in recent months. The extension 
of the right to vote to immigrants who have lived in Belgium 
for five years or more has been an important policy plank of 
the left and Green parties since the late 1980s. 

Earlier attempts to provide a legal framework for this 
democratic right failed. On the last occasion less than two 
years ago the social democratic parties, the SPa in 
Flanders and the PS in Wallonia, agreed to vote for the 
proposal but it failed to win support from other parties. 

By the end of 2003, the idea surprisingly gained majority 
support in the federal parliament and the Senate. However 
MPs from the Flemish Liberal Democrat Party (VLD), some 
Christian Democrat MPs and the right-wing extremists of 
the Front National (FN) and the Vlaams Blok (VB) still 
oppose the measure. 

Opponents of the right of immigrants to vote cite opinion 
polls indicating that a majority of Belgians would not support 
such an amendment of federal law but these polls produce 
widely varying results depending on the poll’s organiser, the 
polling methods used, the region and the timing. 

The main problem for the federal government remains the 
position of Prime Minister Guy Verhofstadt’s VLD, which is 
the biggest party nationwide. Some of its members are 
extremely hostile to any move to grant immigrants the right 
to vote. The VLD’s youth section in Antwerp has even 
organised a campaign to gather the signatures needed to 
hold a special party meeting at which members can express 
their views on the issue, followed by a vote. If an internal 
VLD vote went against the extension of voting rights the 
party could be forced to leave the government. 

It is unlikely that this will happen because the VLD’s 
leadership has declared repeatedly that the matter is not 
worth a governmental crisis. But one never knows. Opinions 


can change rapidly under pressure of members, activists 
and the mass media. 

The rejection of the proposal to amend the law has 
already resulted in unprecedented political gymnastics in 
the Belgian Senate, where a special commission first 
examined the proposed amendment. During its plenary 
sessions, after the commission had completed its work, the 
Senate witnessed shameless time and money wasting 
manoeuvres by both the Flemish liberals and the traditional 
loudmouths of the Belgian extreme right. 

Despite this, the amendment went through the Senate. 
Soon afterwards the extreme right-wing VB founded a new 
Committee, the Actiecomité tegen stemrecht voor 
vreemdelingen (Action Committee against Voting Rights for 
Foreigners), which will fiercely contest the measure. 

Large amounts of money have been pumped into this 
latest VB initiative enabling lavish spending on advertise- 
ments, posters, organising petitions and so on. The VB’s 
campaign has given a kick-start to its drive to win seats in 
June’s regional and European elections. 

The VB’s pre-eminence in this Committee has not 
hindered some VLD and even some Christian Democrat 
backbenchers from joining it. This development marks yet 
another attack on the cordon sanitaire that has isolated 
right-wing extremist parties in Belgium over the past two 
decades. Concerned at this, Yves Leterme, president of the 
Christian Democrats (CD&V), and Karel De Gucht, president 
of the VLD, intervened promptly and expelled the individuals 
who had climbed into the VB’s pigsty. 

These events have placed the VLD’s president, Karel De 
Gucht, a former MEP in an extremely difficult position. 
De Gucht, known for his deep contempt for the VB’s 
hysterical nationalism, condemns any collaboration with the 
Vlaams Blok but has to express his party’s views on the 
right to vote for immigrants. He also has to appease the 
more progressive wing of his party, headed by new ministers 
such as Marino Keulen, Patricia Ceyssens and Bart Somers. 

The presence of MPs from other parties in the VB’s 
Committee has made Philip Dewinter, the VB leader, delirious 
because for the first time MPs from other parties have opted 
to collaborate openly with his parliamentary lepers. 

The Committee is presided over by Ward Beysen, a VLD 
MP in a previous life, who created his own dissident ultra- 
liberal party called Liberal Appeal nearly two years ago. 
This outfit has been on speaking terms with the Vlaams 
Blok ever since its painful electoral defeat in May 2003. 
The rest of the Committee is composed of members of the 
VB and a few members of the more moderate Flemish 
nationalist party, the NVA. 
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FASCIST COALITION 


GEARS UP FOR 


EUROPEAN ELECTIONS 


By Alfio Bernabei 


RALLIES HAVE TAKEN PLACE in Naples and Milan for 
the launch of the Alternativa Sociale coalition of fascist 
movements in preparation for the European elections 
on 10 June. 

It is not clear who is financing the cartel, whose 
activities and publicity campaign must cost millions of 
euros. The Italian authorities do not seem particularly 
interested in finding out the names of its national or 
international sponsors. Nor do they seem concerned 
that the formation of this fascist coalition is in clear 
breach of articles in the Italian postwar constitution that 
forbid the revival of fascist parties. 

Such things are bound to happen in a country that is 
now leading the way in the rehabilitation of fascism in 
Europe. This began the moment the current Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi brought the fascists into his 
first government in 1994. He has since given ministerial 
jobs to former fascists and elevated Gianfranco Fini, the 
former secretary of the Movimento Sociale Italiano, to 
the post of deputy leader. So why should the authorities 
or the police work against the example Berlusconi has 
set as a guideline to the rest of the country? 

Alternativa Sociale (Social Alternative) is made up of 
Forza Nuova, Movimento Sociale Fiamma Tricolore, 
Fronte Sociale Nazionale and Liberta d’Azione. 
The latter was formed as an umbrella organisation after 
Alessandra Mussolini, the Duce’s granddaughter, split 
from Fini’s National Alliance Party. 

The leader of Forza Nuova is Roberto Fiore, the Third 
Position leader who fled to London with a group 
of fugitives from justice after the Bologna bombing of 
1980 and subsequently accumulated a large fortune 
through business ventures, while avoiding a prison 
sentence for having belonged to a _ subversive 
organisation. Fiamma Tricolore is currently led by Luca 
Romagnoli who split from its founder, Pino Rauti, a 
veteran neo-nazi well known for his links with the 
terrorist underground. The leader of Fronte Sociale 
Nazionale is Adriano Tilgher, a one-time protégé of 
Stefano delle Chiaie, another neo-nazi linked to the 
former Chilean dictator general Augusto Pinochet and 
to the Italian secret service during the “years of lead”. 
Alessandra Mussolini has joined this fascist coalition, 
lending it the criminal aura of her grandfather, the 
Italian Fascist leader who served under the Nazi Third 
Reich and embraced its racial laws. Her familiarity with 


television studios will ensure that this 
gang will get maximum exposure on 
political programmes and chat shows. 
The rally in Naples was held amid 
chants of “Duce! Duce!” in the piazza 
Matteotti, an insult to the name of the 
Socialist leader Giacomo Matteotti who 
was brutally assassinated by Mussolini’s 
thugs in 1924. The rally then moved to 
Milan, provocatively close to the date of 
Holocaust Memorial Day. According to an 
eye-witness report, stewards in the 
crowded Teatro San Babila kept order in 
“military style’ and at least one of the 
speakers was given an ecstatic Nazi salute. 
After her speech Alessandra Mussolini 
intoned the Alternativa Sociale political 
hymn for the European elections entitled 
Lorgoglio di essere italiani (The pride of 
being Italians), written by Romano 
. Mussolini, the Duce’s son. 
More fascist songs were heard in 
Florence, where Forza Nuova opened a 
party branch in the central Via Duse. The apartment had 
apparently been rented under the pretence that it was to 
be used by a football club. As the forzanovisti gathered 
for the inauguration, hundreds of anti-fascists mounted 
a protest. The police were forced to intervene. Pictures 
were taken of fascist thugs handling what looked like 
cudgels taken out of the boot of a car. The fascists 
erupted angrily when, from one of the windows above, 
someone began to sing Bella ciao, the song of the 
partisans who mounted the wartime resistance against 
the Nazis and Fascists. The fascists responded by 
chanting, “We don’t care about ending up in jail, the 
black shirts shall triumph!” This was followed by shouts 
of, “Free Priebke!”, the German Nazi SS officer jailed for 
the Ardeatine Caves massacre in 1944. The police seized 
the cudgels. “They were only sticks for our flags,” 
protested Fiore. 

Ugo Caffaz, one of leaders of Democratici di sinistra 
(Democrats of the Left) in the local council promised 
that the Forza Nuova branch would be closed down. 
“We are clearly witnessing the reconstitution of the 
Fascist party, which is illegal”, he declared. But the left 
is waking up a bit too late. Its leaders have been slow 
and ineffective in reacting to the sweeping rehabilita- 
tion of fascism and now appear impotent to stop it. 
The time to take action to protect the Constitution was 
way back in 1994 after Berlusconi’s first victory. 
An effective anti-fascist campaign should have been 
mounted during the following years when the centre 
left was in power. The big mistake was to accept both 
Berlusconi and Fini as legitimate politicians instead of 
forcing them to face serious questions at every turn, 
over financial corruption and P2 links in the case of the 
first and 20 years of fascist activity in the case of 
the second. 

It may be a salutary lesson to the rest of Europe to 
know that in Italy it was the left’s sleepy tolerance that 
helped to legitimise both men before a large audience. 
It is through the gap opened in the wake of the 
unimpeded advance to political legitimacy of Fini’s 
National Alliance that Forza Nuova, Fronte Sociale, 
Fiamma tricolore and the rest of the extreme right feel 
bold enough to prepare for the 2004 European elections 
shouting “Duce! Duce!” and “Free Priebke!”. 

They clearly hope to spread this chant and spearhead 
the revival of nazi fascism to the heart of Europe. 
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Russian nazi rocker 
arrested in Prague 


By Graeme Atkinson 


The leader of Russia’s most notorious nazi hate 
music band has been arrested in the Czech Republic. 
Denis Gerasimov, 27, front man for the rock group 
Kolovrat (a commonly used euphemism for 
swastika), was arrested at an airport in Prague on 30 
January in possession of nazi books and T-shirts. 

The arrest came after the band had travelled to the 
Czech Republic to take part in a nazi gathering and 
concert about 100km from Prague. The other 
members of Kolovrat had already left Prague to return 
to Russia when Gerasimov was arrested. 

A press attaché at the Russian embassy in Prague 
seemed particularly concerned over what might 
happen to Gerasimov in Czech hands. He said the 
arrest “raises many questions” that he would like to 
address to the Czech government and argued that the 
reason for the arrest was unclear, since it did not 
happen at the concert which, he added, “took place 
without excesses”. 

The Russian paper Novye Izvestiya has listed 
several violent incidents in which members of 
Kolovrat or its fans have been involved. In 1997 the 
group’s bass guitarist was arrested in connection 
with two murders for which he received a 20-year 
prison sentence. In 2000, around 150 skinheads 
were arrested after clashing with police in Moscow 
after a Kolovrat concert. And in October 2002, 
police arrested 400 fans at a Kolovrat concert in the 
Moscow region. 

According to the Voronezh edition of the national 
Russian daily newspaper Kommersant, Kolovrat and 
its fans have also been involved in a catalogue of 
violent incidents in Kursk. On 22 May 2003, 33 
skinheads were arrested and fined for attending an 
illegal Kolovrat concert. 

According to Kommersant, some of those arrested 
had received suspended sentences only a month 
earlier in a trial of seven local skinheads accused of 
assaulting foreign students. Kursk human rights 
campaigners later accused the judge presiding over 
the trial of blatantly favouring the defendants. 

After a Kolovrat concert in Kursk on 17 December 
1999, the band’s fans wrecked the concert hall and 
started several fights. A gig in Kursk in September 
2001 was banned and then held illegally in a nearby 
village. The event resulted in several arrests. 

Kommersant said that the arrests in May 2003 took 
place in a private apartment where the police had 
apparently expected to find nazi symbols that could 
have been used as evidence in a prosecution for 
public incitement. Unable to find any symbols, the 
police fined the participants for holding an illegal 
concert and detained the apartment’s owner for 
resisting arrest. 
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Far right capitalises on Moscow 
underground tragedy 


From Jean Raymond for Antifa-Net 
in Moscow 


Right-wing nationalist leaders have rushed to cash 
in on the tragic and bloody bomb attack on the 
Moscow underground on 6 February which left 39 
people dead and more than 100 severely injured. 

The first to try to manipulate the understandable 
wave of horror at this alleged attack by Chechens 
was the veteran demagogue Viadimir Zhirinovsky, 
who has demanded that “anyone who looks 
suspicious must be expelled from Moscow”. 
Zhirinovsky’s ridiculous demand would cover a 
large number of people almost certainly including 
himself. 

Dimitri Rogozine, from the wing of the nationalist 
bloc Rodina (Motherland) that is closest to the 
Kremlin, made a declaration to the Interfax press 
agency which sounded like encouragement for a 
witch-hunt of people from the Caucuses. “The 
enemy is here within,” he said. “This is an ethnic 
criminal community that evidently supports the 
terrorists coming to Moscow, that owns property in 
Moscow and that imposes its will on the 
authorities.” Rogozine’s statement is likely to 
encourage violent action by skinheads. 

Rodina, which won a surprise 9% of the vote in 
last November’s Russian parliamentary elections 
and got 37 MPs elected, is already on the verge of 
a split after only a few months of existence. 
Created and financed by the Kremlin, Rodina’s 
basic function was to split the Communist Party 
vote and ensure that president Viadimir Putin’s 
party dominates parliament because Putin does 
not want any serious competition or opposition. 

There are two contenders in the battle to choose 
Rodina’s cardboard candidate in the presidential 
elections in March 2004. Viktor Gerashenko is a 
colourless former director of the Central Bank, 
while Sergei Glazyev was an economic theorist of 
the Communist Party. If the former, who has been 
put on the political chessboard by the Kremlin, has 
no chance even of being Putin’s shadow, this is not 
quite the case with the latter. 

Glazyev has been running an aggressive 
campaign and sees himself as President of Russia 
by 2008. His Rodina colleagues however do not 
welcome his ambition and have banned him from 
using their party name in his campaign. As a result, 
Glazyev has been forced to set up a new outfit with 
the longwinded name Popular Patriotic Union 
Rodina to gather the over two million signatures 
needed to get on the ballot paper. Glazyev will be 
no threat to Putin even if he comes second in the 
election because the opinion polls give him only 4% 
compared with 79% for Putin. 

Meanwhile, the militant extreme right was shaken 
with another police raid on the headquarters of the 
National Bolshevik Party in Moscow in mid January. 
During the raid, NBP activists barricaded 
themselves in the building for over a day and 
prevented the police from entering. The fascists 
later claimed that the police were trying to expel 
them from their headquarters. The police say the 
raid was part of an investigation into an illegal 
demonstration. 
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19-year-old David McShane 
was jailed for life for the 
murder of Asif Snamsuddin in 
the King’s Cross area of 
London last summer. 
Shamsuddin and a friend had 
gone to the area to visit a 
woman. Being unsure of the 
flat she occupied they 
sounded the horn of 
Shamsuddin’s car several 
times to attract attention and 
threw stones up at the flat 
windows. McShane’s brother 
exchanged verbal abuse with 
the two men and pointed an air rifle at them to frignten them away, but 
that only inflamed the situation. David McShane then took two knives from 
the kitchen and chased the two men as they ran for their car. As 
Shamsuddin tried to drive away he was stabbed repeatedly — one went 
through his neck and severed his jugular vein, killing him in seconds. Later 
that day both brothers gave themselves up to the police. David McShane 
claimed that the two men had tried to break into his flat and one of them 
had stabbed him in the arm before he went after them. 
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Austria: Haider 
forces 
immigration 
debate 


Jorg Haider's Austrian 
Freedom Party (FPO) has 
suffered a major split after 
its “Austria First” petition 
failed to reach its much- 
publicised target of 780,000 
signatures. This figure is the 
number of votes the FPO 
received in the general 
election of 1990. 

The petition, a 12-point 
plan aimed at halting all 
immigration to Austria and 
preventing refugees from entering the country, was signed by 417,000 
people, 7.37% of the electorate, still enough to force a debate on the 
issue in the Austrian parliament. 

Despite being described by a disappointed Haider as a defeat, the 
willingness of so many people to sign such a petition indicates that 
perhaps twice as many might vote for it in the secrecy of a polling booth. 

However the setback has for the moment caused Haider a few 
problems. Five of the leaders of the so-called “liberal” camp in the FPO 
have resigned from the party, viewing this as a convenient moment to 
strike a blow against Haider. 
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